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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The Commissioner
alone got £88.

The Minister for Mines: The constables ore
being paid better to-day then they wore heing
paid 20 years ago,

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN : Su is everybody clse
being paid much hetter to-dey than 20 years
ngo,

The Minister for Mines:
is not,

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN : There are too many
policemen in some of our towns. Fremantle
has ten tpo many,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This is the
first | have henrd that we are paying less to our
police forgo than is being paid in any othor part
of Austradin, T will make inguiries and if what
the hum, memher has stated 18 true, I will make
& recoummendation to the Treasurer.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The only way in
which [ ean bring the matter under prominent
notice is by moving for o reducsion in the vote.
I eannot move to increase it. Perhaps if I
tako the cowrse of moving to reduco it L will
eoncentrate some attention en the fact that tho
police are underpaitl. I move—

That che item be reduced by €52,

Mr. PICKERING : The police have demon-
strated their loyvalty to the State, .

Me, O"Loghlen: 8o have we by remaining
here until chis hour.

Mr, PICKERING : 1 have no fault whatever
to lind with the poliee forece. I cortainly know
however, that their salarics ars not ciual to
those paid in the othor States. ]

Tho MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask the hom,
member not to press the amendment, [ give him
an agsurance that if ho will supply me with par-
tioulars T will huve them chocked, and if it is
found that the police here ruceive loss than s
paid to the polico clsewhere in Australin T will
make ropresentations to the 'rensury. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On that understanding
T will withdraw the amendment,

Amgndment Ly leave withdrawn,
Vote put and passod.

The Commissioner

The Speaker touk the Chair,

Progress reported.

House adjourned ul 2-20 a.m.

— e ——
————
.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., antl reail prayers.

QUESTION—WIHLEAT SHTPMIENT
FROM GERALDTON,

Mon. H. CARSON (without notice) asked
the Honorary Minister: 1, Is it a fact that
the ship which was to load wheat at Gerald-
ton is gow uot to be loaded there? 2, If so,
what are the reasons for diverting her?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: The
ship has oot Been diverted from Geruldton,
but o request has been made by the depart-
ment that a gnarantee shall be given that
she will he loaded if sent to Gerallton,

QUESTION—TECHNICAL SCHOOL

CURRICULUAM,

Hon., Sir E. H, WITTENOOM asked the
Minister for Eiducation: 1, How many sub-
jects are taught at the Technieal School?
2, The nanmws of the subjects? 3, How many
students are there to each subject?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1 am tabling extracts from the Toch-
nieal Sehonl prospectus for 1819, which wilt
give the information desired. The figures are
not yet available for 19419, but those for 1918
will give a good general idea of what is
being done.

BILL-—-TRAFTIC,
Read a third time and passed.

BILL=MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Suspengion of Standing Orders.

The MTNTSTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
. 1. Colebatch—East) [4.35]: I move—
That so much of the Standing Orders
Le suspendedd for this sitting as is neeces-
sary to cuable the Mining Aet Ameudment
Bill tn Le pnssed throwgh all its rempining
stages at this sitting,
Tn support of this motion I do not intend to
say very much at this juncture. The renseny
for pasging the Bill a8 o measure of urgency
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will be clearly stated by me when moving the
sccond reading. I merely point out that
the ecarrying of this motion will not in any
way lessen the privilege of the UWousze to
reject the Bill or amend it, or adjourn its
consideration at any stage. I should not
have moved this motion but that the gquos-
tion is one of great urgency. I shall explain
the reasons for that urgeney when moving
the second reading.

Question put and passed,

Becond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P, Colebatch—East) [4.37] in moving the
secondd reading said: This is a measure of
great urgency, its objeet being to endeavour,
if possible, to preserve the life of what has
Been an  important goldfield. Unless some
action is taken, such as the Bill will permit,
there is great danger of that goldfield becom-
ing extinet., The necassity for immedinte action
reste on the fact that after the 16th of this
month a different situation from that which
at prescut exists will arise, and action which
may he possible now will not be posaible after
the 1tith, Most hon. members are familiar
with the position that has arisen. The Wes-
tonia goldfield has been employing something
like 400 men. There has been a very con-
sideruble population there, and although that
population has reeently declined very rapidly,
beeause of the suspension of operations in
the principal mine, there are still some 1,400
people living in the district and dependent on
the remaining mines. The production from
the field has been very comsiderable. The
Edna May Central has treated 119,000 tons
of ere for 49,900 ounces of gold. The Edaa
May Consolidated has treated 21,000 tons of
ore for 8,860 ounces of gold. The Edna May
Deep Levels has treated 17,810 tous for
15,940 ounces of gold. The Edna May itself
has treated 191,000 tons for 171,000 ounces
of gold. The Greenfinch has treated 8,000
tons for 3,000 ounces. The aggregate of the
amounts paid in dividends by the mines is
approximately £340,000. So the field has
been an important and valuable one, and the
Government feel—and in that feeling they
will have the sympathy of hon. members—
that if anything can be done te give it a
chanee of econtinuing to emlpoy a large num-
ber of mwen and profitably produce gold, it
is the duty of the Government to do it. The
position is that the big mine, the Edna May,
which has been responsible for the bulk of
the gold production there, and has alone paid
dividends to the amount of £325,000, has ap-
parently exhansted the payable ore in its
own property, and has abandoned eperations
and is not likely to resume. The effect of its
-abandoning operations will he that it will
also abandon the pumping of water, and then
the water will flood the other mines and com-
pel them also to close down. The position is
Dest disclosed by the report of the assisting
State Mining Eugineer, Mr. Blatehford, who
was sent up to Westonia at the beginning of
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the present mouth. I do not think I ean do
better than read his regort which is as fol-
lows: —

Further to my report of the 4th inst,
I beg to add the followingz information
obtained during my recent visit to West-
onia. The mines are much in the snmeo
condition as set out in my previous re-
port The Edna May is pumping oily till
the 16th of this month, after which the
puanps will be drawn, )

Until the lG6th, an arrangement made in
cumpliance with an order of the eourt exists
between the two mines, and pwaping opera-
tions will he carried on by the Eduan May
nt the cost of other properties until the
16th. After the 16th this arrangement
will cease, und what may then happen I am
not in a position to say. The report con-
tinues—

The water level in this mine at present
is  320£t.-115ft. from the surfuce, but
when allowed to rise will flood first the
Central and then the Consolidaied, unleas
the Central can hold with their present
pumping plant. Owing {0 the water be-
ing allowed to rise to slightly above the

300ft. level in Idwa May the stopes
started vunuing  throughout the whele
mine. I visited the 300ft., 225ft, and

150ft. levels, and they have all c¢ollapsed,
the hanging wall in the 150ft. crosscut
having eracked back for a distance of
50ft. from the lede. I de not know whe-
ther mueh good ean be ‘lone, but I con-
sider the inspector of mines should he
agked to report on the situation; as it has
i direst bearing on the safety of the
Deeps mine.  The inspection  must  be
made hefore the pumps are drawn on the
16tk inst. When the pumps stopped in
the Edna May the water rosc to 308ft.,
the flow of water in Central incrensing
from 15,000 to 30,000 gallons per honr in
conscquence,  As it was evident a water-
ecourse exists between the two mines, the
manager of Centrals decided not to ex-
periment further, and at present ia keep-
ing the pumps on Edna May in operation
simply because he has paid the latter
company for pumping up to the 16th inat.
The pesition at the Central now is that
the western section of the mine above the
A00ft. level is closed up and flooded, and
as soon as the pumps cease in Bdna May
the eastern section will also be senled up.
Tn the meantime development work is
heing carried on in the castern section at
the bottom (400%t.) level to try and
prove the lode at that denth te ascertain
whether it is of higher grade at this than
at the other levels. The Consolidated
mine is, according to the muimager, in
very bad state, and very low in payable
ore reserves, Unfortunately, he was too
ill to discuss the subject at length, but
as far as the water question is coneorned
this mine will be hopelessly flooded if
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the water rises mueh above the Z200ft.
level, I had a conference with the mana-
gers (exeluding Mr. Aldridge of the Con-
solidated who was too ill to attend) and
after discussing the questions ivvolved in
a general pumping scheme, it was cvident
that it is impessible at present to bring
about co-operation between the Edna
May Deeps and the Edna May Central
for.sueh a projeet. The manager of the
Deeps considers his mine is safe from
water whatever happens, and if he is
correct in this surnise he is eertainly
justified in the attitude he takes. -On
the other hand the manager of the Cen-
tral is positive that he will not recom-
mend his bhoard to carry on the Central
mine if he is forced to pump the whole
of the water, which means working at
a loss on their grade of ore. The mana-
ger of the Consolidated favours joint ae-
tion, but from fnaneial reasons cannot
be of much assistance. I very mneh fear

that what will really happen in the next-

few weelca will he a resgntion of all work
on the Bdna May Central and Consoli-
dated, and if so beth mines will be irre-
parably rtuined, for jomee the water
reaches the old stopes they will collapse
for a certainty. Turthermors, if such a
condition is brought about I eonsider the
"Deeps mine alse runs a considerable risk
of being flooded from the scepage of
water in the oxidised =zone, and possibly
trouble from eollapse below. My utmost
cndenvours were exercised in trying to
get these managers to suhmit a tangible
scheme to whicli possily some financial
help might be given, if only temporarily
by the department, and the hopelessness
of the situation can be ganged when the
manager for Deeps gaid ‘‘the only thing
he could see for the State to do was to
pump the Int.”” In addition to the mana-
gers, I 2l¢o met the members of the roads
hoard. The wire sent to the Minister vir-
tually came fram this body. They are,
as a body, I think, sineere in their
anxiety for the welfare of their town
and distriet, and apparently were not fully
apprised of the seriousness of the situa-
tion until quite reeently.,  They pointed
out that there are some 1,400 inhabitants
dependent on the mine, and the disabili-
ties these folk will suffer if work ececases
was freely emphasised and is douhtless very
true and to be much regretted is o collapse
of the logal mines eventuates. T am still
of the opinion that unless the mines co-
operate the case is pretty hopeless, and T
consider it is for their mmtual benefit and
safety to do so. Turthermore, that if
they aid the mines would probably last
for quite a considerable time, particularly
Edna May Centrals and ‘‘Deeps.”’
That is a review of the 'situation by the
agsistant State Mining Engineer. The pur-
pose of the present Bill is to compel that
co-operation which he suggests and to en-
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able the Government o step in and assist.
The Bill provides that—

(L) Whenever in the opinion of the
Minister there is an inflow of water to
any mine from any other mine, or such
an inflow i3 likely to happen, the Minis-
ter may, by his servants and agents,
enter upan the last mentioned mine and
do all things he may think fit to discharge
the water therefrom. (2) The Minister
may provide plant and machinery for the
purnoze, aml may use the pumping plant
and machinery on any mine entered upon
as aforesnid, or may by noticc to the
owner compulsorily nequire swech  plant
and machinery and thereupon the same
shall become vested in the Crown: Pro-
vided that such sum shall be paid by the
Minister for the rent and depreeiation of
any plant and machinery so used, or as
the value of such plant and machinery if
eompitlserily nequired, as may be agreed
upon letween the Minister and the owner
thereof, or, in defuanlt of any such ngree-
ment, as may be fixed by arbitration.

That is an entirely fair position for the
Government to take up. Tt musé he remen-
bered that what the Government desire to
pratect in this instance is really their own
property, the property of the Stote. The
Government are entitled to say to the
Edvea May Company, which has worked out
ita lease and abandoned it and obtained
this large quantity of gold and paid divi-
dends to the extent of £325,000, ““the pro-
toction and preservation of- the adjoining
mines depend on your pumping plants being
kept in  operation.?’ The Government
should, therefore, be entitled to step in and
take that plant, and rent it at a fair
rental, the hasis of which is to be arrived
at cither by wmutunal agreement or by the
terms set out in the Bill. From the point
of view of the Edna May Company, which
has abandoned its lease, I 1o neot think it
can be said that any hardship is ercated by
the Government saying. ‘*Yon must not, by
abandoning your pumping operations, allow

-all the other mines to be ruined, and you

are not entitled to say that you will sell
your Inachinery and have it removed from
the mine.??

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Do the other mines
pay the cost of pumping?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: At
present the cost of pumping is apportioned
between the mines as a result of the court
case, The Edna May was doing the pump-
ing and benefiting the other mines. As a re-
sult of the proceedings in conrt the other
mines were compelled to pay their propor--
tion of the cost. It i3 beeanse of that de-
eision that the Edna May Company is con-
tinuing to pump up to the 16th of this
month. The Bill provides that the Gov-
crnment may, if they consider the ecircum-
stanees justify them, step in and continue
to rent the Edna May pumping plant, pay-
ing to the Edna May Company what is con-
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sidered te be a fair rental for the use of
the plant. If they cannot arrive at a mutual
agreement as to what is a fair rental, the
guestion will have to be fixed by arbitration
according to the Bill. The next subclause
provides that—

All gxpense incurred by the Minister
under this section shall be apportioned
between the owners of the several mines
benefitedd by such operations by the with-
drawal or the prevention of inflow of
water, in proportion to the benefits de-
rived from such operations, uwnd the
amounts so proportioned shall be debts
due from the owners of the several mines
to the Crown. Such apportionment shall
be made by the Minister, subjeet te the
right of any owner to have the amounts
fixed by arbitration.

That is the second featnre of the arrange-
ment, The first entitles the Government to
come in and take the plant, and the second
is that, whatever the cost of legsing is, i
shall be apportioned between the different
mines that benefit, and there is an equit-
able method laid down for arriving at the
proper proportion. It is stated, as dis-
closed in the report that I have read, that
the Edna May Deeps mine congiders that
they have spent o great deal of money in
prospeeting their mine against water, that
it is entirely protected, and will get no bene-
fit from the scheme, and that therefore it
should not pay anything towards it. The
elause says that they are to pay in propor-
tion to the benefit they receive, If they can
demonstrate that they are not benecfiting,
they will not have to pay. The opinion of
the State Mining Engineer iz that although
the Deeps mine has spent a good deal of
money in protecting itself from invasion of
water in certain directions, it is not entirely
proteeted and would not be safe if pump-
mg on the Edna May Company was dis-
continued, and therefore, whilst its benefit
is not so great as is the case with the
other mines, still it would benefit largely
and that benefit would have to be properly
apportioned. The following claunse refera to
a different position. It appears that on more
than onc occasion in the history of mining
in this Btate a similar trouble haa arisen.
At Black Rauge very much the same sort
of thing happened. The big mine, beeause it
had more ‘capital, was able to get down
quicker than the other mines were able to de,
worked out all its payable ore, and then
stopped. This stoppapge also meant the stop-
page of pumping operations, and it bhecame
impossible for the other mines adjoining to
carry on. Had the State at that time been
able to atep in, in the way that it is pro-
posed to do by this Bill, the field might
have been given a much longer life than
has been the ease. Subclause 3, which 1
have just read, should protect the State in
this way, namely, that it provides that all
expenses ineurred—the words are manda-
tory—sahall be apportioned. Agsuming that
the Minister stepped in and took the lease,
and paid rental for the wmachinery and
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started work, the cost might be anything up
to £700 per month, which is the maximum
amount set down as the cost of pumping,
and that sum would be apporticned be
tween the three companies henefiting, If
any one of the companies, for lack of funds,
said that they could not pay this amount
and would have fo cease operations, they
would no longer be benefiting by the expen-
diture, consequently fthe amount would have
te be apportioned between the other two
companics. If one of the other two com-
panies found itself in a similar position the
work would have to cease entirely, and that
would be the end of it. T do not see any
circumstances that are likely to arige when
the State will Y faced with any undve risk
in this matter. All the money that has been
spent out of the Mines Devclopment Vate
may be said to have had attached to it an
element of risk. 'When wo bave a commun-
ity of 1,400 people faced with this pro-
position, that either the mines must carry
on or the whole place will collapse, and
the mines will be irreparably ruined, which
will mean that the people will have to leave
the distriet, it iz evident that something
must be donc for their relief. TIf thes pro-
position ean be worked, it is pointed out
by the engineer that the field should have a
congiderable life before it. Tn the cirecum-
atances the State would be justified in mak-
ing some contribution from the Mines De-
velopment vote for this purpose. The pro-
vision is that the whole of the cost is to
be apportioned between the various mines
obtaning the bemefit. Subelause 4 says—
Any owner of a mine may, with the con-
sent in writing of the Minister, by himself,
his servants and agents, enter upon any
other mine in which operations wunder-
gronnd have been wholly or partially sus-
pended, and with the like consent do all
things that may be deemed neccessary fo
prevent the inflow of water therefrom to
his mine, and for such purpose may, with
the like consent, use any pumping plant
and machinery on the mine so entered up-
on, subject to the payment 1o the ownmer
thereaf of such sem for rent and depre-
ciation as may be agreed upon, or, in de-
fanlt of agreement, as may be fixed by ar-
bitration.
The neccasity for this aubelause has arisen
under eirewmstances very similar to those
which have occurrod at Westonin. At West-
onia the bhig mine has worked out, and is I
understand prepared to surrender the lease,
and in the nateral course of cvents would
scll its machinery. In the case of the Sand
Queen at  Comet Vale, operations under-
ground have geased, presumably for the rea-
son that the pavable ere has heen worked
out. Upon the ceasing of mining operations
pumping operations also ccased. The Sand
Queen, like the Edna May, was the original
mine. Tt had plenty of money and was able
to work down quickly. The ceasing of the
pumping operations there has cavsed a flood-
ing of the neighbouring mine, which is not
so far develope¢. The Gladsome mine is a
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promising mine which looks like having a
fair chance of suceess, The result is that,
after long and ineffectval negotiations be-
tween the two companies, the Gladsome mine
has had to apply for six months' ecxomp-
tion, which it obtained. I is unfor-
tunate not only for the sharcholders,
but for the men employed and for
the (istrict as well, that the mine
should be elosed down in such cirenmstances,
So far as subclause 4 is concerned, all that
the House would need te satisfy itself wpon
is that ne injustice is contemplated towards
the owner of the prineipal mine. It is not a
case in which expenditure by the Government
is contemplated. Tt is a case of one mining
company having worked out its own
property, that is in the case of the Sand
Queen,  There are sufficient men still em-
ployed to eomply with the labour conditions
in the matter of treating the sands and of
surrage work, which is likely to last for some
considerable time. But it is equitable that
the owners of a mine, which has proved a
rich mine, should he able arbitrarily to die-
tate terms te the adjoining company? Ts
there anything wnfair in saying that if the
adjoining company ean satisfy the Minister
that they are entitled to this relief the Min-
ister shall authorise them to have the pump-
ing operations carried on and to have an
equitable basis as to cost arrived at by ar-
hitration? That ia the only point the House
has to decide in regard to Subclanse. Tf the
House ig satisfied that the privilege that it is
proposed to give to the small mine does not
involve any hardship on the big mine, then it
will doubtless cousider that this is a fair and
reasonable coutention.  Snbelanse 5 pro-
vides—

Any snbmission to arbitration under this
Act shall be to a single arbitrator to be
agreed upon, or, in defanlt of agreement
to be nominated by the warden of the gold-
field in which the mines are situated.

‘And Subelnuse 6 provides that—

The arbitrator shall be a minng engi-
nger or & mine manager of at least five
years’ standing.

That provision nffords ample protection
against anything improper being done, or
anything being done by a person who does
not underatand the question. I trust I have
made the position clear to the House. Until
the 16th of the month, the pumping at West-
onia will go on under the arrangement ar-
rived at by the court. If bafors the 16th of
the month the @overnment are not armed
with these powers, then I do not know what
may happen. It will be ecompetent for the
Edna May company to dispose of its machi-
nery, to cease pumping, and to do whatever
it pleases. There will be nothing to prevent
it and it will apparently be impossible for
the other three companies to come to terms,
The question is, whether it is worth while
to make the effort to save this eommunity of
1,400 people. Aceording to the State Mining
Engineer there is a prospect of success. T
maintain that it i worth the Government’s
while to take this matter in band. After all,
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the Govermment will be protecting what is
the property of the State and will see that
the mines are not wantonly sacrificed. Of
course powers of this kind may be abused,
but if they are properly exercised they will
be proper powers for the Government to
have. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time, -

Hon, H., MILLINGTON (North-East)
[5.2]: T support the seeond reading of the
Bill. 1 am not acquainted with the case as
set out for the Westonia Goldfield, but the
Minister has made the position so far as that
place is concerned perfectiy elear, and hc has
shown the necessity for dealing with the
matter immediately, What interests me is
the diffiewlty that has arisen at Comet Vale.
For somc time past an endeavour has been
made to keop the Gladsome mine working.
The position is that the Sand Queen tor
quite 2 number of years has employed be-
tween 60 and 70 men. It was a very pros-
perous mine for a time. The Gladsome mine
has been working alongside the Band Queen
lor a similar number of years and that pro-
perty has employed about 30 wmen. Even
last year the Gladsome treated 5,500 tons
of stone for a return of 4,426 onnces. The
difficulty that has arisen is that the Sand
Queen Company have abandoned operations
owing to an inflow of water. They were
working at the 800ft. level when opcratious
ceased. Since then the water has risen in
the Sand Queen and it is now flowing into
the Glzdsome, That mine has no arrange.
ments for pumping and they have been bail-
ing the water merely with buckets and they
find they are unable to cope with the inflow
inte the workings,

Tlon. Sir E. H, Wittchoom: Ts it running
over the top?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: No, but it is
finding its way into the workings of the
Gladsome threugh various chonnels, and hav-
ing no pumping plant, the Gladsome people
are experiencing a diftienlty in continuing
their operations. The proprietors of the
Sand Queen have made a statement to the
eflect that they do not wish to eontinuve to
wark theiv property, and they have applied
for the surface rights as a tailiugs area. We
de not know whether this is merely a subter-
fuge, but the faet remains they refuse to
take the responsibility. At the same time,
they have vefused the Gladsome Company
the right to secure the shaft so as to prevent
the water from rising. TUnder the existing
Act the Government have ne power to step
in and assist the Gladsome. The Bill before
the House will give the Government the
power to make the necessary arvangements
to cope with the flow of water, and will allow
the Gladsome eompany te work again. At
the same time, the Sand Queen have adopted
a dog in the manger policy, and hy means of
the Bill hefore the House it will be possible
to do something which eannot be denc as
matters are at present. Tf the Bill is not
pasged, the Madseme will have to shut down
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althougiv the owners e very anxiouns to con-
tinne work.,  Under Subelawse 4 power will
be given to denl with this diffienity. Comet
Vale has been a flonrishing ont-back town.
The Sand Queen and the Gladsome companics
between them cwployed over 100 wmen for a
number of veirs and many of those working
people are family men and having made their
home at Comet Vale, it was almost a dis-
aster when the Sand Queen closed lown.
Now it mreans that it the Gladsome is com-
pelled to rlose down, the whole town will
have to go practically out of existence. The
phice has been depending to a great extent
on these two mines.  An endeavowr has been
made to arrive at an amicable settlement
ikl there has actnally been o law ease, hut
owing to the attitwle of the Sand Queen
owners it iz Impossible for the Gladsome to
arrive at any agrecinent whereiv they ean
work their mine.  Under the Bill, arrange-
ments may he miade to haye aecess to the
Sand Queen shaft. Tt that ean be done, it
will he possible to prevent the water from
rising to such a Jevel as to de much damage
te the CGladsome. At the same time, any
action that may be taken will certainly not
flo any damage to the property of the Sand
Queen eompany  beeause they ure standing
DLinek: they have nothing to lose. Tt is ruin-
ong, however, fo the Gladsome company who
are anxious to contivue wark,  Fven if it
were only for the sake of enabling the Glad
spime  eompany to continue operations, the
Rill woulld he justifil, but the Minister has
made out a strong case for the Westonia
mines and it is quite safe to reconmnend the
measure for the favourable consideration of
the House. We are assured that no power
exists at the present time o enable the Gov-
ernment to take the nceessary steps.  For
that reason, it is important that this legisla-
tion shonld bhe passed.

Tron, Sir B, H. Wittenoom: Ts pomping
machinery still on the Sand Queen?

Ton. . MILLINCGTON: 1 do not know
T thivk they toe baled water out with bue-
ket T hope under the powers set ont some
tling will be lene which will enable the
CGlads
some benefit will be derived from ihe legisla-
tion by the Westonia field

TTon, W1 HOLAES (North) [513]: The
MHonse T am sure will forgive me for rising to
(digeuss a Bill affeeting mining, T do not pro-
pese to Aisruss the mining aspeet of the
weinsuee ot all. The point T wish to vaise,
mnd T oam entirely dependling upon my mem-
ory, is the resndt of a conversation that T
had o few months apn with the owners of
the Saml Gueen mine, Comet Vale,  They ave
nest dver neighbours of mine in Dalgety s
Ruildings,  What T gatheved from that con-
versation was that they had abandoned the
Saml Queen beenuse they were flooded out.
Tt they have machinery there which is neces-
sary for the life of the goldfield, the Gov-
ernment are entitled to ask for power to
purchase it in order fo keep the distriet going,

pme mine to keep going and also that
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Lf it is propused that the Sand Queen, which
lias been abandoned

The Minister for Edueation: They have not
abundoned it; they arve keeping a sufficient
uniuber of men to man the lease.

Hon, 1. J, HOLMES: In that case they
are likely to derive a benefit from the pump-
ing aud, that being so, they should partiei-
pate in the cost. Application was made on
behalt of the Sand Queen to abandon the
mine, ami an applieation was made for the
right to clear up the tailings, Surely we
should be interfering with the liberty of the
snbject if the Crown refused them permission
to treat the tailings.

The Minister for Edueation:
suggestion of that,

Hon, J. 1. HOLMES: [s the Minister sure
T am wrong in saying that the Sand Queen
people have been refosed the right to aban-
don the mine and deal with the lailings?

The Minister for Edncation: Yes,

Hon. J. 0, HOLMES: Then I have nothing
more to say.

There is no

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [5.17]: I
realige it is very necessary, in the intercsts of
the preservation of wining properties, that
this Bill should be passed, and I must cxpress
surprise that such a measure wasg not brought
before the House long age. 1f it had been,
the measuro’ could have received more eon-
gideration than we shall be able to give it
in the time at our disposal to-day. Unless
we pass the measure to-day, there is_a possi-
bility of the mines being flooded. This ia
the 13th of the month and, before the Houase
meets again, the mines will be flooded, unless
the Edna May people continue their opera-
tions in the helief that the House will pazs
the measure. 1 give the Bill my heartiest
support, and T am sure the Government are
Justified in the action they are taking, At
the same time, [ shonld like to have some
information vegarding the vemarks made by
My, Millington, concerning the Sand Queen
and Gladsome mines, There appears to be a
large nnmber’of mines which have been aban-
doned owing to having been fully worked
out. I was on the ficlds 20 years ago and a
large number of mines which were working
then are not working now, they having been
abandoned.  Daonbtless the mines working
side by side should be protected from the in-
flaw of water from ouc to the other. What is
the reason for the Sand Queen flooding the
Gladsome mine? The Gladsome mine is ap-
parently more or less a prospecting show,

Hon. H, Millington: O, no! Tt has been
going for 10 or L5 years.

Han. J. EWING: But the lon. member
spoke of hnckets for taking the water out,
That would indicate a proapecting show,

Hon. H. Stewart: No, baling tanks.

Tron, JJ. EWING: That ts a differcut mat-
ter. Tt is a wonder, though, that they have
not installed pumping plant.  The question

is  whether these mines lave been pro-
pevly  ingpeeted. Tf there is a flow
of water from ome mine to another,
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owing to fissures in the country, - such
fissures must have been noted by the
mining inspector, If he realised that
there was a danger, it was bis bounden duty
to ‘report the matter to his chief, and the
chicf to the Minister for Mines, to see that
the Edna May or Sand Queen mines was not
preceeding with its workings right yp to the
boundary to the danger of the adjoining
property. That is the crux of-: the whole
position. The Minister should be able tosay
whether this consideration has been given
proper attention and whether the cause is
not one of incfficient mining so far as the
Ldna May people are eoncernced. 1t is a very
serions position hecaunse this same thing
might happen all over Western Australia. If
defective mining is permitted right up to the
houndary line hetween two properties, one
property might easily be the ecause of the de-
struction of the other. If proper provision is
not made for the fissurcs cxisting and pro-
per steps arc not taken to prevent one mine
fleoding anether, it is & serious position. The
. Minister should be pleased to have this mai-
ter bronght under his notice and he should
be able to ascertain whether this trouble is
due to defective mining or not. Tf there is a
barrier hetween two mines and the water
percolates through to such an extent as to
cause one to flood the other, it is a state of
things which should not oceur. " However, it
has oeeurred, and the Edna May mine is flood-
ing other mines, so that it is neeessary for
ug-to take action. The Bill is a perfectly
right one and we should pass it in the in-
terests of the mining industry.

Hon, H. STEWART (South-Bast) [5.21]:
T would not delay the Bill for five minutes
exeept that I may be able to say something
which might furnish sdditional information
and perhaps ailay some of the anxiety in re-
gard to the passage of this measure. [ speak
with a full knowledge of the Westonia ficld
extending over some years. Before dealing
with Westonia, I should like to emphasise
that the Mining Act has already a provision
to safeguard such mines as the Edna May
and the Sand Queen. If any water has found
its way, even through natural underground
channels into these mines, and it can De
proved to the satisfaction of the warden’s
court that a particular mine has done work
in the way of draining the water which has
henefited adjoining mines, sach mine can
goet a verdict for repayment for any benefit
eonferred vpon the adjeining mines.

Hon. J. Nieholson: That is the converse
case.

Hon. TI. STEWART: Yes. The decisions
in the warden’s court in favour of the Edna
May against the Edna May Central and Edna
May Consolidated clearly show that the Edna
May company has been draining these two
mines, By virtue of legislation already omn
the statute-book, the Edna May is entitled
to be recouped. Now we have the converse
case. The Edna May is ceasing operaticns;
the mine is worked out. I can assure Mr,
Jiwing it is not a case of inefficient mining

[COUNCLL.}

or any laxity on the part of the Mines De-
partment, It is simply o ease of natural
drainage in peeoiiar geological conditions. As
I read the Bill, there will be no hardship or
inequity inflicted on the compaay who have
had a succesaful earecr and bave worked out
their gronnd. This is a field which has been
one of the bright spots in Western Australia
for some time. Tn rvegard to the Edoa May
Centra), which is involved in this matter, s0
far from bheing inefficiently mined, T can say
the management from all points of view has
been most efficient and comparable to any-
thing clse not only in Western Australia but,
1 should =ay, anywhere else in the world.

The proposal is simply that the Gov-
ernment should have power to utilise
the plant alvcady there, plant which has

proved to be snfficient and efficient, although
great demands have been made upon it,
aud the Government will pay such rent as will
be determined. [ presume, if it is a ease of
the company having the opportunity to sell
elscwhere, it would be the bounden duty of the
Governmeut to exercise the right to purchase
on the terms obtainable from the other par-
tics. The TBBill determines the position in that
the Government ¢an call upon the eompanies
which are benefited to recoup them for the
benefits conferred. The information from
geological investigation—and the department
have done good work—shows that there is no
reason why the ore bodies on this field should
not persist to great depths. They are com-
parable with the deposits in Alaska, which
have heen worked to far greater depths than
have yet been reached on the Edna May field.
Certainly the ore bodies being worked by the
remaining companies, except the Deeps which
is on the extension of the Fdna May lode,
are of a lower grade, but if a co-aperative
arrangement with regard te their drainage
could be effected, there is no reason why,
with efficient management, these mines shounld
not continue to work for a considerable time
and produce a considerable amount of gold,
and henefit not only the sharcholers but the
State. To indicate the present position, the
Fdna May Deeps company -are treating be-
tween 1,100 and 1,300 tons a month, from

"which they obtain between £3,000 and £4,000

worth of gold; the Central treat something
over 2,000 tons a month for £5,000 worth of
gold; and the Consolidated treat between
1,700 and 1,800 tons a month for a value of
about £2,500. Members can see that, from
the point of view of the gold yield, there is
an appreeiable amount at stake. The prob-
lem with which this Bill sceks to deal has
been in existence for more than a couple of
years on this ficld. We have been told by
the leader of the Tlouse, and by Mr. Mil-
lington, that it is also one of vital import-
ance in the case of the Gladsome mine at
Comet Vale, and at any time similar cases
may oceur in other parts of the State.
I regard this Bill as a useful addition to the
existing Aet. Tt will he useful to have in
the Aet these provisions in order to meet
difficult dvainage cases, swhich may from
time to time ocecur on a mining field,
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The (diftiulty in dealing with these mat-
fors when mines are in the develop-
mental stage, is to determine whal is
the flow of natural drainage, and what
the amount of benefit conferred. To
determine these matters correctly in 2 court
of law is extremely difficult, and people are
very chary of going to court unless they feel
that they have a case which ¢an be made
plain to the lay mind. Recently there was
a case in the warden’s court between the
Edna May Company and the Edna May Cen-
tral Company, in which the court awarded
damages and made an order instructing the
Edna May Ceutral Company to pay a cer-
tain sum of money monthly to the Edna May
Company. Thereupon both these companies
sued the Edna May Consolidated Company,
the result of the action being that the eourt
determined that a sum of £4,747 should be
paid* by the Fiua May Consolidated Com-

pany to the Edna May Company as
representing  the share of  drainage

charges up to the lst April, and alse £100
monthy thereafter. Under a scttlement made
with the Eiua May Central Company, the
Edna May Consolidated Gempany had to pay
£400 and also £30 per month. These facts
show the iuter-dependence there has been
among these companies. The report by the
assistant State Mining Engincer, which was
vead by the leader of the Hounse, indicates
to my mind very clearly what the posttion
is. These companics have hecn unable to
arrive at an cquitable agreement amongst
themselves. One man puts up the eontoution
that he has absolutely protected his mine,
Whether he is correct in that wonld very
soon he made apparent if pumping were
stopped altogether in the Fdna May Mine.
Without wishing to put forward in any way
an opinion on that pesition, T think it must
he generally admitted that it is very donbt-
ful whethér the contention of the manager
of the Edua May Deeps Company would he
horne out. Certainly to my mind there is
urgent need to pass this legislation to-day.
T may point out that the mines are subjected
to an unusually heavy flow of water, which
is due to a fial granitic dyke that oeenrs
hetween the 250ft. and 275ft. levels, and
runs vight through the eountry like a hori-
zontal sill, but undulatory, running through
the various leases. Its extensions towards the
various points of the compass are not in any
way known. When the Edna May Company
went through this sill they got a large quan-
tity of water, which they held in the shaft;
but when they drove along their 300ft. level
and vose through it, they had an imwense
inrush, which at the time drowned the pumps.
It rose to the exceptional guantity-—mot ex-
ceeded anywhere in Anstralia at the present
timg, I think—of 60,000 gallons per hour.
That quantity has now heen reduced to about
40,000 gallons per honr on acecount of the
drainage of the country. There seems no
likelihood of a reduction below that quan-
tity; and, according to their last half-
yearly repoit, it cost the. Edna May Comwnany
alone £3,500 merely for drainage, These
facts show that the cireumstances are ahso-

[53]
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lutely exceptional. The water being held up
by this horizontal sill is carzied along and
drained to just such a place as where there is
an opening, anil that opening oceurs in the
Edna May Company’s mine. Other openings
which are put through in a vertical or in-
clined direction going down from the surface
between the 250 and 300 foot levels invaria-
bly tap heavy supplies of water. With these
remarks I have much pleasurc in supporting
the second reading,

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (North-East)
{3.37]: T am pleased that the Minister for
AMines hns thought fit to introduce this Bill.
1f such prevision zs is made in this Bill is
not enacted, the inevitahle vesuit must be
that one mining centre of the North Cool-
gardie Goldfield will very shortly go out ot
cxistenec ag o gold producer. A few months
ago the Sand Queen mine at Comet Vale
gtruck water at the 800ft. level, or perhaps
I should say an extra inflow of water. 'There-
upon mining operations were suspended in
order that pumping and hauling might be
proceoded with.  The vesult of the inflow at
the Sand Queen mine was that the Gladsonme
mine, which is worked to a depth of 400 feet,
became involved in the water diffienlty. The
Sand Queen mine is down to a depth of 800
feet ng against the Gladsome mine’s 00
feet; and it will be seen that after
the Sand Queen workings hecame filled
to the 400ft. level the water was bound
to travel along that level to the Glad-
some  mine adjoining. As  has  already
been pointed ont, the Gludsoine was greatiy
inconvenienved by this infow of water, Fol-
lowing on that, the Sand Queen company
made application before the warden’s court
al Menzies to surcender the underground
portion of their lease, At the same time
they applied for n tailings lease, comprisiug
the wiole of the swrfaee area of the Sand
Queen mine, To wmy way of thinking, their
application was an impossible one to grant.
They were nsking for sotnething that ecounld
net be graoted—the swrrender of the whole
of the undergronnd workings while they :e-
tained the whole of the surface arca for the
yurpose of treating tailings. There i3 no
doubt, at least in my mind, that the applica-
tion to surrender the underground workings
was made for the purpose of eseaping reo-
sponsibility Tor the cost of hauling the
water. The warden refused the applieation
for the surrender of the underground portion
of the mine, So far ay I know the mining
laws of this State, no provision i3 made for
such a thing as a tailings lease. T understand
there is provision for a tailings area, which
comprises about five aeres. I am inelined
to believe that a tailings area, or two tail-
ings areas, wonld have been sufficient for the
treatment of the aands on the Sand Queen
goid mine. However, from the fact that the
whole of the surface of the S8and Queen mine
wag applied for as a tailings area, it is
nbvious that thé iantention was to bloek any
other peopte from coming in with a view to
working the mine. It is also clearly evident
that there was no desirc te surrender the
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underground portion of the mine, although
applieation was made in that direction. I
think the whole matter can be sumied up
as an attempt on the part of the Sand
Qucen eompany to escape their portion of
the cost of haulage of the water overflowing
from their mine into the Gladsome wine.
Now let me explain how the mining industry
at Comet Vale will be affected unless steps
are taken under such 2 measure ag this. The
Gladsome peaple, not being in o position at
pregont to cope with the inflow of water,
and not being altogether clear as to how
they stand with vegord to recovering the
damages to which they are entitled from the
Sand Queen company, have seen fit to make

application for exemption. Under our mining,

laws they arc entitled to exemption, sceing
that they have worked their property for a
period eovering severa) years, The result of
the exemption being granted will he that the
25 men employed on the Gladsome mine, and,
1 may mention, rearing families in the dis-
triet, will be compelled to leave. And not
onlr that, but the whole of the people in
the diatrict, including the business section,
et whe have put their money into land and
stores for trading purposes, will be seriously
aftceted.  ‘Therefore 1 welcome the introdue-
tion ot this Bill, as I conld and ean sce no
possible hope for the Comet Vale mining in-
dustry and the people connected with it un-
legs the powers contained in this Bill are
conferred upon the Mivister to epable bhim
- to protect the mines. Mr, Millington and the
member for the distriet and myself ap-
proached the Miunister only a couple of weeks
age, and 1 am glad that he has taken the
matter np, the vesult being the introdnction
of this Bill, I feel confident that the secomd
reading wilt be passed and that the Bill will
begome an Act, as the necessity for this
legislation is realised to the full.

Hon. J. MILLS (Central) [5.44]: [ do
not wish to impede the passage of the Bill
in any way, but I would like to know from
tire legder of the House whether the measure
contatins any provigion for payments to the
Government in respcet of serviees fhey will
tender the mines, and whether, like wages,
such payments will be a first charge upon
gold produced? Or are these debts to the
Government to vepresent a mere LOT., while
shareholders derive fine profits, the State even-
tunlly proving the same good old mileh cow?

Hon J. W, HICKEY (Ceuntreal) [5.45]:
T have not any personul knowledge of the
two c¢ases mentioned here to-day, that is
the Edua May and the Saal Queen, but I
weleome the Bill as coutainming provisious
whieh, I think, should be iwcluded in all
mining Acts.  Although having no persopal
knowledge of these partieular loealities I
have Knowledge of ofher loealities where
something of the kind lws been very necces-
sary.  On many occasions the waterflow in
one mine has overcome an adjoining mine
to the detriment of the industry generally,
and it has always appeared to me that we

[COUNCIT.}

should bhave some legislation of this des-
cription to solve the problem. I can see-
diflieuitics, but then almost cvery mensure
introduced operafes harshly on somaone. It
is provided that the arbitrator shall he a
mining engineer or a manager of five years’
standing.  Thut is a very good provision,
one which I think conid bLe followed with
vonsiderable advantage in other directions,
notably in the Arlitration Courf, It is only
vight (hat the arbitrator should be a man
of experience, with a knowledge of the in-
dnstry. and o fair all rownd general know.
ledge. The case at Black Range referred to
by the Minister is a ense in point,  Had
the Bill been in operation on that occasion
we ghonld have had a flourishing Aeld at
Binek Range to-day. T lknow an instance
of one mine practicaliy liviag on the back
of anether mine which happened to he the
decper. Tt is not necessary to have fis-
sures through the mines, or counections, for
one mine to flood anether. At Westonin it
is almost the same Tine of lode, and natur-
ally the same water channel, and in conse-
quence the water will flow from (he Bdna
Sfay tuto the other wiues. It is only rea-
sonallde to suppose that the  mine  whieh
ceases operations, i it be the decpest, will
suon flood the others. Tf I thouwght the Bill
was going fo work aun injustice T woull
hesitate befere voting for it, bul T eannot
see that it will operate harshly, besause
those concerned wift only pay pre rata for
the hencfit they reecive under the Bill. As
a praetieal mining man of expericnee in
¢onnection with this subject, T welcome the
Bill

The MINISTER TOR TDUCATION
(Hon. H. . Colebatch—East—in  reply)
[5.49): T thinlk T can satisfactorily answer
the few points raised by hon. mémbers. - As
a. matter of faet they have been already
answered hy other speakers, men of prac-
tiecal knowledge,  The point riised by Mr.
Ewing T feel sure has heen answered by
Mr. Stowart, The position is noi that any
trouble has arisen throngh fanlty methods.
Ag long ag the big mine was at work it had
to keep down the water for its own sake.
The diffienlty has arisen through the eces-
sation of operations. The point raised by
Mr. Holmes has been answered by Me, Cun-
ningham. The position was thal the Sand
Queen applied for the surrender of the lease
as n gold mining lease, but wished to hold
the whole of the surface. The refusal was,
not by the Government but by the warden,
who said it would mean cutting off access
to the mine itself, Still; no obstaele has
been thrown in the way of the company
treating their tailings,  Sevoral interviews
have taken place between the Minister
and representatives of the two companies,
but, unfortunately, they have not heen
able to eome to an uaderstanding. On the
Sand Queen they have no pumps, but they
have winding machinery which can be used
for the purpose of haaling water. The
point raised by Mr. Mills is answered by
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that provision in the Bill which preseribes
‘that the amount s0 apportioned shall be a
debt due to the Crown. 'The Crown, of
course, will have the right fo enforee pay-
ment. Even if it should happen that one
of the wmincs was wnable to pay its propor-
tion of the cxpenditure for a month, it
would be a porfectly legitimate use of the
Mines Development Vote. And, as I
pointed out, this will only be done if it is
demonstrated that it pays to do it It
will not be carried on permanently, exeept
on a business basis. The oaly other point
is that raised by Mr. Ewing. I regret the
necessity for asking the House tn pass the
lagislation quickly, but I should like to
inform members gencrally how the position
hag arisen. Only a few days ago it was
thought that by negofiations between the
different companies an arrangement would
be arrived at by which they counld carry on.
“On the 3rd inst., this telegram was received
from the citizens of Westonio—

Edna May closed down and are with-
drawing pumps as negotiations have fal-
len through with -the Cerntral, the latter
discharging hands end of present week.
Situation most critical. If somothing not
done immediately possibility all  mines
being flooded. Will yon send responsible
offiecr at once investigate sitmation avoid
calamity Westonia,

On the following day a minate was put up
by the Assisiant State Mining Engineer, set-
ting out the pesition Onr the next sueceed-
ing day he went to Westonia, On the 7th
inst. he put.up that detailed minute which
I have read. OQver the week end the matter
was diseussod with the Crown Law auntheri.
ties aund the Bill drafted, and on Tueaday
it was considercd by Cabinet. Yesterday it
passed nll its stapes in the Assembly and
to-day it is here. So it may be safely con-
tended that from the momeat the Govern-
ment fomnd the thing could not be done
by negotintion, withouk Government netion,
no time has been wasted. T hope hon. mem-
bers will accept.that ns a reason for treat-
ing this as an emergeney Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee.

Houn. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Bducation in charge of the Bl

Clause 1--agreed to.

Clause 2—Inscrtion of “section in
VII.

Hon., ¥ EWING: I am very well satisfied
with the explanation of the Minister, bunt
1 have not yet had it made clear how this
water gets into the mine. Mr. Stewart has
made an explanation, but I cannot follow
him vight through. There must be fisgures
in the country, and the mines must have
heen neglected, or the water would not get
throvgh, Apparently the water is getting
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through the ore bodies. It secems to me it
represents a great danger to mining, and T
think there should be some stronger mea-
aurg to prevent o possibility of the water
getting through.

Hen. J, Cunningham:
wines be ventilated?

Hon. J. EWING: That can be looked to
at o later stage. TE the wmines are per-
mitted to be conngeted it means a great dan-
ger. I am satisficd with the action of the

How could the

- Govermmnent but T wish to again stress the

point that this matter of the water getting
from one to another mine is very serious.

Hon, JJ. CUNNINGHAM: The mines al
Comet Vale arc connceted by a dreive. That
eonnection has been made for the purpose of
ventilation., Mr. BEwing i3 under the im
pression that it is a dangerous procedure
But it is done in the interests of the healtt
of the men in the mine. Tt may be done by
artificinl means, by the installation of 4
plant for the purpose of pushing air down
the mine, but the cheaper and most hene
ficial way of ventilating the mine is to sel
up a natural flow of air

Hon. H. STEWART: On the second read
ing T pointed out that the water was held up
by a flut granite dyke that runs through thi
country. Therc is no unsealed connectio:
below the 225ft. level between the Eda:
May mine and the adjoining mines. There i
a eonnection between the Edna May Ceutra
and the Edna May at the 285ft. level. I
the water rises to the 300ft. level in th
Edna May it finds its way to the 300ft
level of the Edna May Central. By reasm
of the action which takes place, the wate
rises to the 200ft. level of the Edna May
Consolidated. There are natural fissures i
the rock in whieh irvegular ore hodics ocen:
and owing to these irregular ore bodies thu
water percolates through the natural chan
nels, and these channels cvidently offer
means of enmmunication for water betwesr
the different mining leases.

Clouse put and passed.
Title—agreed to,

Bill reported withont amendment andth
report adopied.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—POSTPONED DEBRTS.

Reeeived from the Assembly and read .
firat time.

BILL—PERTH MINT ACT AMEND-
MENT. :

Second Reading,

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATIOI
(Hon. H, P, Colehatch—East) [6.2] in moy
ing the second reading said: The purpos
of the Bill is to increase by £2,500 th
anuniby  that is  paidl  to  the Pert
Mint, This institution was estblished b
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the Imperinl CGovermuent in 1887 at the re-
quest of the then Government of the State.
It is eontrolled and managed by the Im-
perial Government on behalf of the State.
The arrangement that wag entered inte prior
to the establishment of the mint was that
the State should provide an annnity sufficient
to cover operating expemses. It was further
provided that the gross earnings of the mint,
together with any surplus resvlting from the
operating  exponses being  less than  the
amount of the annwvity provided, should be
returax] to the State, Sach year has re-
snlted in o substantial contribution being
made by the mint to the revenue of the
Mtate. The profit last year, that is to say
the gross revenue plug the surplus rtepre-
sented by the working oxpenses falling be-
low the annuity, was £9,000. When the
mint was first cstablished in 1897 the an-
ity paid by the State to cover cxpenses
was fised at £10000,  As the bnsiness in-
creased in velume and the quantity of work
grew  greater year hy year this  annuity
gradoally rose vatil in 1905 the last jucrease
of £2500 wax made, bringing the total an-
mnity for the year up to £22,500,
sent Bill provides for a further increase of
£2,500 which will hring the annnity up to
£25,000. Up to and inelnding lagt year the
annuity of £22,500 proved sufficient to cover
the administeative expenses, but the expenses
have heen rising year by year owing chiefly
to the rise in the cost of materials dnrving
the last year or two. The annuity has heen
only just sufficient fo cover the expendi-
tore, and the present increase is heing made
at the request of the Imperial Gevermment
in accordance  with the original - arrange-
ment wder which the mint was established.
The State pave an assuranee at the ontset
that auny additional amoeont that was  re-
quired would be provided. During the war
period there has heen no alteration in the
seate of salaries and wapes, hut increnses
are now regarded as inevitable,  This is not
n matter for the State tovernmont to de-
cide, but the Tperinl Government have de-
eided it and ave providing for inereases whieh
will wnecessitate an  increased  expenditure.
Inelusive of these inereases, the estimated
expenditure for the current finanecial year
is £23,210, so that it will be well bolow the
annuity now snggested. The average profit
of the mint for the past three years after
paying all expenses, that is the amount
handed baek to the Government in exeess of
their eontribntion, is £8,976. Tt is not ox-
pected  that any further increases in the
annuity will be required for several ycars to
come, Tt is neeessary, however, that there
ghonld he a small margin over the aetnal
estimafed  expenditure—tie  baiance as ex-
plained is returned to the State—to cover
the contingent expenses sueh as retiring and
compnssionate aliowanees, which are regu-
Inted under the Tmperial Superannuation Act
of 1000, As oceasion arises these chargoes
have to he met, Whenever the annuity ig in
exeess of the awmount actually required, the
halance i3 returned to the State together

The pre-
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with the gross carnings of the mint for that

periodl. I move—
That the Bil be now read a sceond
time.

Question put and pasged.
BRill read a second time.

In Committee,

Bill yassed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

RILI~INEBRIATES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Sceond Reading,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
. P, Colebatuh—East) [6.12] in moving the
second reading said: Hon, members arve doubt-
less familiar with the provisions of the In-
chrintes Act passed in 1912, That Aect, how-
aver, applied only to Governmnent institutions,
It was impossible unider the existing legis-
lation to apply the provigions of the Act:
cxcept where the Governmment were prepared
to  cstablish institutions for this purpese..
The objeet of the present Bill is to enable
approved institutions for the reception, con--
trol, and treatment of inebriates, to be estab-
lished ander the prineipal Act by any person.
or body of persons, but suhjeet to iuspeetion
by the Ingpector Genernl, Provision is made-
that no person shall be appeinted, or continue
to be the manager, or to have the chief con-
trol of any such institution unless with the-
approval of the Inspeetor General. The pro-
clamation whereby any building or place is.
doelared by the Governor to be an approved
institution  will be revoeable.  The chief
objeet in passing the Bill is to enable the
Government to make use of that very exeel-
lent institution, the Salvation Army, TIn the
matter of dealing with inchriates it is open
to argument that it would be a good thing
if the Government were prepareid to establish
State institntions for doing this work., T
am not for a moment going to dispute that..
The fact remains that the Government have
not Jdome it, and it eannot be done without
a large expenditure of money. At present,
and for many years past, the Salvation Army
has been sloing excellent work in this diree-
tion, but without the passing of the Bill the
provisions of the Inebriates Act of 1912 conld
not he applied to an institution of that kind.
The veal objeet of the Bill, although ne
speeinl institution is mentioned, is to cnable
the Salvation Army institution to be brought
under the Tnebriates Act in the way I have
indicated. I think the measure is one of
which hon. members will approve. T move—

That the Bill he seeond.
time,

Question pat and passed,

now read a

Bill rend a second time,
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In Committee,

Bill passed through Commmittee without de.
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Sttting suspended from 615 {o P30 pm.

PILL—LICENSING ACT CONTINU-
ANCE,
Sevond Reading,

The MINISTER FOR
{Hon, H. P. Colehateh—East) [7.30] in
moving the accond reading said: The object
of this Bill is to continue in force the Li-
eensing  Aet Amendment Aet 1914, That
mensure was passed in the early days of the
war for the purpose of giving the Govern-
ment power to elose hotels in any part of the
distriet whenever it was thought necessary,
The power has not been frequently used, but
there have becn occasions when the possession
of the power has been of material advantage
to the Government.  Personally, I think this
ought to be a permanent feature of our Li-
censing Aet and that the Government should
at all times have the power, in cases of em-
ergeney, to close hotels. The objeet of the
Bill, however, is merely te continue the Aet

EDUCATION

until the end of next ycar. T move—
That the Bill be now red a  second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read i sceond time.

I Committee.

Hill passed through Committee without de-
kate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

B LL—PRICES REGULATION,
Seeond Reading:
Dehaie rermmed from the 114h Novewber,

Mow, J. .0, WOLMES (North) [7.85]: I
desive at the ontset to say that it is wmy in-
teution to oppese the seeond reading of the
Bill, il hefore 1 sit down 1 hope to give
ample reasons for having arrived at that de-
cigion. I am gorry that there are not more
members of the Country party present to-
night, because it is my intention ta appeal to
them to support me in opposing the second
vemding of the Bill.  The introduetion of the
Bill has had one good cffect, Tt has provided
food for thomght and room for wide disens-
sion. Tt also affords the opportmnity to point
out the fallacy of some of the legislation
introduced by this and the previous Gov-
crnment and the effeet of the operation
of that  legislation, In order to show
what T am aiming at, I need only refer
Lo the debate which has faken place within
the last few days in connection with the
Whent Marketing Bill, and to the desire on the
part of the wmajority of members of this
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House to sev that the producers ot the State
get tho last fraction due to those engaged
in the production of wheat. T£ it is the poliey
of this eountry that the wheat producers shall
get the last penny for the wheat they pro-
duce, surely those engaged in any other in-
dustry, primary or sceondary, ave entited to
claim that they also should reccive the [ast
penny for evervthing they preduee, The
object of the il is to prevent that. [ am
sorry that my friend Dv. Saw is not present,
beeause his uttitude is suomewhat peenliar.
He informed me that he was going Lald-
headed for the Bill. What Dr. Saw said on
the Wheat MarKeting Bill was that the wheat
was owned by the farmer. The farmer wanted
the pool and the farmer was eatitled to
get all he eould for his wheat. But on the
motion which was before the House yester-
day, in eonneetion with the disposal of in-
ferior wheat, he expressed the opinion that it
was a scandal that the pool sliould charge
the pig amd ponltry men in the metropolitan
area the priece that they did charge for in-
ferior wheat. It is diffieult to understand
the hon. mewmber in an attitnde like that,
When the Bill was before the House he
cloimed that the farmer was entitled to the
last fraction. The farmer wants the pool and
Dr. Saw claimed that he should have it and
get all he could for the wheat. But when his
constituents in the metropolitan area squealed
the lon. member thought it was an iniquitous
thing that those people should have to pay aa
they did for their wheat. e should know we
cannot have dear wheat and cheap fowl feed.
My attitude on the Wheat Bill was quite
congistent. T opposed State guarantec for:
the pool without the consent of Parliament,
but when it eame to the point that the House
deeided by a big wajority that the present
system should continue, ond there was an
attempt to rob the pool of what the House

. considered to be its just rights, I refused to

he a party to that. The wheat is the
security, oand once Dbegin to interfere
with wheat sceurity, or any other seeurity, we
do net know where we shall end. My friend
Dr. Saw objeets to price-fixing, hut the pro-
fession to which he belongs, I think all will
agree, ia a elose corporation and, like the

merchants  and  storekeepers, most of
them lave to satisfy their clients. If
a person goes to a doctor and says he
feels ont of sorty, perhaps becaunse he

has been eating or drinking teo wueh, and
not taking enough exercise, if the doetor
told him to take exercise and leave medicine
nfone, the patient would think little of the
adviee, The doctor has to provide what the
publie desire,

Hou. J. XNieltolson:
is not here.

Hon. T. J. HOLMES: Tt is not my fanlt
that he is not here, However, if ho is inter-
ested in the remarks I am wmaking, he ean
read fhom in ““Hansard.’”” T may cite my
own case, Some time back T had oceasion to
consult 2 physician and he told me that
T had » floating kidney and he would per-

1 am sorry the doctor
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form. a slight operation at a cost of 350
guineas, and I would be all right. I went
to New Zealand, however, and while there
consulted a medical man who was brought
out by the New Zealand Government to cure
people, and he said- that I had a strained
muscle and recommended electric battery
treatment. I followed that adviee and re-
covered. That looks very mnch like an in-
stanee of what might have been profiteering.
Take the merchants as another instance.
They have to provide what the publie want.
The trouble is that the public arc too am-
bitious and some of them have too much
money to spend. Tf a lady buys a pair of
silk stockings for Os, ild.——

Hon. J, F. Allen: 16s. 11d.

Hon. J. .J, HOLMES: Well, say, 16s. 11d,,
and she takes them lLome and shows them to
her lady friend unext door, that lady friend
must go one better Bhe wil} procced to the
shop and ask for a pair of stockings. Bhe is
shown those that are worth 16s. 11d. but she
asks for something a better quality or she
must go elsewhere. The storekeeper opens
another pareel of stockings of exactly the
same quality, and he asks 18s. 11d. for these.
The lady willingly gives that sumn for them,
and she goes awny quite satisfied, and the
storekeeper makes hig profit and satisfics his
cugtomer, The leader of the House dealt
the other day with the question of wool, and
he spoke of the advantage the wool pool had
been to the State, and members of this House
aro suggesting a wool tax. I dealt with this
question also the other day, but I would like
now to incidentally mention that one can-
not pool weol and fix a fair priece for it, and
allow the Imperial Governmesnt-to take the
wool and charge an enormous price for it,
and pay inereased cost for manufactur-
ing at the other end of the world,
and expect to get cheap clothing in Perth.
That is what the Bill aims at, but
all will admit that it is impossible,
What I mentioned yesterday in regard to
wool is also worth repeating, There are one
and 2 half williou hales of wool in Augtralia
which have been honght by the Imperial
CGovernment for something like between 30
apd 40 millions sterling. Now, the Imperial
Government have to ship and renlise npon
that hefore the next season’s clip can be
denlt with, Moun, members will sce that they
should pauvse hefore imposing a wool fax.
Therr seemis to he an  opinion  abread
that wae have only to ruin every industry in
the State anmd in that way make the State
prosperous. It is beyond my comprehension,
but on veading speeches which have been
made we arc foreed to arrive at that com-
clngion. What iz the Awstralian policy? It is
to ensure to the producer the last penny and
the last fraction for everything produoced.
It hos heen stated by the Prime Minister
awd the Pederal Government that they are
ont to see that the rabbit cateher pgets the
fujl value for the last hair on the last rabbit.
I# this is to be so, coupled with the fact that
we have to pay for all the strikes that are
‘tiking place, and to pay the ligh wages and
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the cost of the absurd conditions that an
heing imposed, how in the namo of commom
sense can we have cheap living or cheap any
thing? Bir Edward Wittenoom said that h
would support the Bill it he conld find an;
profiteers, L can find profitecrs, but wot il
the yvartor expected; in fact, in the ver
opposite quarter. The greatest profiteer

ean find i this comntry——and the ecountry a
present is Foll of them—is the workiman wl
stands up amd deliborately declares he is go
ing to get every penny lic can extraet frou
the employer legally or illegally and
as little as he ean in oretwrn for it.  If
merehant or storckeeper made a statemen
jke that, he woulld prohably be put agains
a wall and  shot. But the great working
clector of this State publicly declares he i
going to have every peuny he ean get fo
his falowr by any means whatever, and i
going to give the least possible return fo
it. [ charge men of that deseription witl
being the preatest profiteers in the country
Another profiteer is the wmember of Parlia
ment who urges and bescoches people to e
tuim hitn 1o Parliament at a salary of £30
& year and, when he gets there, starts out t
secure £500, T look upon him as a profitesr
and nothing elgse. 1f he is not satisfied wit
the £300 a year, there is the alternative; h
ean go bagk whenee he came,  Judging b
the number of ecandidates for recent vacan
tles, there will be a rush for the positions a
£300 a year. The other profiteers are th
Government of this State, I ghall quot
figures, before T st down, which wi
prebably astonish the louse as to wha
the Government are doing in  connectio
with  the irading concerns, It may b
constrned to be [egitimate business, bn
are the Government to be allowed to d
this kind of thing and the general merchant
to be prohibited frem deing the same thing
This Bill, among other things, alms at com
pelling the merchant or manufacturer to sel
his goods at the prices fixed. If the mer
chant is compelled to sell his goods at th
prices fixed, to be logieal we must compe
the Tabourer te sell his Inhour at the price
fixed. I shall never agree to either of thes
propesals, T do not agree with the idea o
compelling a man to sell his goods at les
than the price he fixes. TIf the public do no
want his goods, they need not buy them
Neither will T be a party to eompelling
working man to sell his labour, because tha
would amoumt to slavery. We fix the mini
mum priee at which a man shall work, bu
we do unt compel him to work., The Gov
crnment  allow him to prevent the othe
fellow from working, which is absolutel;
WTONg, The Arvbitration Court says thal
if a man works, he shall not work for lem
than a ecertain rote of wages, but we do nof
compel him to work for that rate; we leav
him a free agent. My contention is thai
the manufaecturer should be put in the samc
position. The Bill attempts to prevent peopl
from fixing minimum priees at which good:
shall be sold. This ig ‘an injustice, sursly
The manufacturer puts a deecent line on the
market, ITe works out his figures and con
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cludes that lLe eannot sell the artiele for
less than a certain priee, and if he cannot
get that priecc he does not want to sell
the article or even muanufacture it.
We propose to prevent lim from taking
up that attitude, but T deo not think the Gov-
ernment realise the true position. The manu-
faeturer of proprictary articles, unless he
proteets himself in this way, will find his
gouds starved off the market. Say a mer-
chant pnts up tea anil fixes a tair vetail price,
amd the public want the article. A retail
‘merelant might pnt up o similar line in op-
pesition and tell his salesman to push his
own article. He euts the price of the other
manuiacturer’s artiele them on the market
and loses ou the goad artiele, which the pub-
lic waub, to sueh an extent. that the other
traders will uot stovk it, as there is no profit
on it. :

Hon, R, J. Lyan: He wants to kill it.

Tlon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. He is losing
waney by the transaction. Flis object is to
et the article off the market in order to
get his own on the market, and so he euts
the priee.  Others will not handle the tea
heeange ther will not have it said that a
certain storekeeper is selling it at 1s. Bd. a
pound whest 1s. Gl is the legitimate price.
This is the sort of thing we arve asked to
cncourage to give the public cheap food, [
listened with great attention to the speech
of the leader of the House. On more than
oue oecasion T have eredited the Minister
with the ability to make black look white
ond white black, Whether this Bill is black
or white and whether that was the disad-
vautge he was labouring under, T do not
Tnow, bus T have never heard the leader of
the House to such disadvantage when he in-
trodueed this Bill, T am eertain his heart
was not in it, heeanse, to use a. biblieal quo-
tation, we are told that ‘fout of the abund-
ance of the heart the mouth spesks.’” TIn
the hon, wember'’s remarks there was no
evidenve of abundance of heart. [ am cer-
tain that the Bill is likely to do consider-
able harm, and that no good ecan resunlt
from it. T should like to draw attention to
some remarks made by the hon. Mr, Panton.

Mr, Panton is a direct representative of
Lahour, and is the Jlatest acquisition to
thix House. He said, *‘My chief reason

for asserting that this Bill will not be effee-
tive is that Western Australia is almost
entively dependent upon  outside sdurces
for its commodities, The measurc therefore
will give no power to contrel prices.”” Then
hie finished his speech by saying “‘I am
satisfied if the Bill is passed that, after
12 months’ operation, the public will he so
disgusted that they will resort to eo-opera-
tion.? This is Mr. Panton’s opinion of the
Rill. We shall hear presently what the
leader of the House has to say about it
The Minister said the Bill was iutroduced,
amongst other things, to satisfy the wun-
grounded suspicion on the part of the pub-
lie. I ask members are we to introduce
Rills and appoint Cominissioners and give
them power to appoint assessors and create

anether department—I think we have al-
ready ereated two new deparimients this
week-—in the- words of the leader of the
House, to satisfy the ungrounded suspicion
on the part of the publie? If T can get any
support, there will be no prico-fixing and
10 cowmmission, The Minister veferred to
what had happened in England and eom-
pared it with Western Australin.  Surely
he ddes not think he is o sehoolmaster and
is talkivg to a lot of schoolboys, Laney
comparing Western Australia, which manu-
factures  practically nothing, with Eng-
land, the great manufacturing centre of the
globe. And he followed it up by telling usg
that under price-fixing in  England, the
prices of goods have come down 23 per aent,
He overlooks the fact that England was
cogaged for four or five years in the manu-
facture of goods for destruztion und not to-
mect the requirements of the people. Now
the war is over and Dbusiness is returning:
to ordinary chiunels, prices have come down
again, Bot faney compariug Fugland and
othar great manufacturing esuntries with
Western Australia, that manufactures prae-
tieally nothing, and depends on overseas
for 75 per cent. of our requirements! We
have evideonce that primary producers in
England during the war and since have re-
eeived the greatest cncouragement down
almost to the last penny and the last frae-
tion to go on producing.

Hon. H. Stewart: Sir Fdward Witenoomr
did noi hold that with regari to pastora-
lists,

Hon, J. .J. HOLMES: T am nol bound by
Sir Bdward Wittenoom’s opinions. I am
not a memher of the Gountry party even.
I ean do and say and think as [ like, Tt
is unfortunate that the hon. member is in
a goemewhat diffienlt position, but that is.
his miafortune,

Hon. I. Stewart: It is not a misfortune.

Hon, J J. HOLMES: Tt is not a position
T should like to be in. All the commeodities
of which we in Australia have fixed the
prices—wheat, flour, bread, and sugar—things
with which we have been tampering by legis-
Intion during the last five years, are dearer
now than cver before, and are likely to be
dearer still while they are bolstered up in
the mwanner thev are. The Bill aims at
achieving somcthing whieh the lender of the
House and the Honorary Minister contended
was impessible in connection with the hand-
ling of the inferior wheat. T insisted on
them taking up this attitude; perhaps T
hnd some nlterior objeet in view, They
clatmed, as T claimed, that it was impossible
for the Government to get hold of this in-
ferior wheat, classify it, and fix the price of
it. They had the advisory board to help
them, and with the assistance of the board
they said it was impossible. Under the Bill
the Government arc to have the assistance of
commissioners to fix the prices of all com-
modities; but if it i3 impossible for the Gov-
ermment to fix the price of inferior wheat
with the nssistance of the advisory board, it.
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will be impossible for the Government to fix
prices for all commoditics with the assist-
ance of the commissioners. Here is an-

other point: The commissioners can re-
commend to the Government only what
the prices shall be. What knowledge

of trade in general have the present Minis-
try? I do not kwow that any of them could
analyse a merchant’s stock and say what
any portion of it should be valued at.
I had 10 years in a general retail
business before ever I fook wup the
meat business, concerning which we hear
so mueh in this Howse. I have sold
everything from split sheoak shingles to silk
stockings, and I would not attempt to under-
take what the Government propose to do um-
der this Bill. I will te! them some of the
troubles they will encounter when they come
to (eal with the meat question, to say noth-
ing of general commodities. Btill, therve is
nothing that sowe people will not attempt.
In conueetion with the qguestion of price-
fixing T may say, in an Irishman’s phrase,
that the Government “‘de not know enongh
of the subjeet to know that they do not know
anything.’”’ Legistation of this kimd might
have been justified in wor time; bat liow in
the name of common sense can it he sug-
gested that this legisintion is still necessary
when we kuow that the solution of the
trouble is that trade ghall be allowed to re-
sume itz normal channels at the carlicst pos-
sible moment? TF this were a manuwfacturing
eemmuntity, [ eould wnderstand the Govern-
ment’s attitude; but the Lefroy Government,
of which the leader of this House and
Mr. Baxter were members, started ont to
eheonrage primary  industrics.  Mr. Rohin-
son, when Minister .For Industries, filleil the
columns of the Press with new enterprises
that were to be established.  Under this
Bill, however, the Price Fixing Commission
ara to fix prices for the Western Anstralian
manufactorer and limit his profit.  On the
other hand, the manufacturer in the Bastern
Btates can send Ms goods here, and fix his
own priees before sending the goods.  The
indunstries concerning which we have read
S0 many nowspaper reporta will, if. they have
been cstablished, be destroyed by this Bill.
The Prica Fixing Commission, without hav-
ing all the facts before them, will attempt to
deal with those indngtries; hut the Fastern
mannfacturer will fix his own prices, and
on those prices the merchant here will have
to buy, Tn introducing the il the leader
of the House claimed that in econnection
with wheat there had been aecomplished
what he  had  thought  impossible:
the Government had fixed a minimum price.
But how did they fix it? By restraint of
trade. We had evidenee of that yesterday.
The present Bill aims at preventing
restraint of trade. How Ministers ecan
take up such an  attitude s heyond
my  eomprehension,  Unfortunately, the
Teader of the House is ruled by a majority
elsewlhere.  This Bill is certainly not what
we would have expected from a gentloman
occupying his position in the State. The
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measure proposes to provide cheap goods for
the consumer., The policy of the country, so
far as T understand, both from the State and
Federal standpoint, is to secure the highest
possible price for the producer. How in the
name of common gense ecan we have the
highest possible price for the producer and
at the same time cheap goods for the con-
sumer?  We have heard a good deal on the
subject of meat in this Mouse, and for the
ning hnudred and hinety ninth time 1 should
like to say that it is about 15 years since
I finished with the retailing of meat. When
the Minister for Labour of that day, Mr.
Molman, wrote me a letter asking why I had
saeked & buteher boy—this at a time when I
was  emploving 39 managers  with  a
head office in Perth and another at Kal-
poorlie—T thought it was up to me to get
ont of the husiness; and I might say that
thoge that followed me came to the same con-
clugion, In fact, the company that bought
me ont, lock, stoeck and barrel, offered to sell
the busincss back te me within three months
after taking possession. In order that the
iender of the House, when he rveplies, may tell
me whether the Government operations in
meat represent lgitimate trading or profiteer-
ing, T will refer to the manner in whieh the
meat husiness at Wyndham has been handled,
The Government have been huying 600 1h,
bullocks at Wyndbam at 22s. 64, per 100 lbs,
ov £6 134 per head, The value of the hide
is €1 A5, In a perfectly legitimate way the
Governmment have gold hides Ly auetion at
Fremantle ot £2 133, Phese hides  were
lought to Fremantle by State stemmers. T
will ullow 10s, for Freight on the hide, und
for selling comtnission, ete.  The lildes, T
say, realised £3 15a. However, T put the value
of the hide at £3 5s. Next I take the value
of the ¢‘fifth nquarter,’”” which consists of
the tallow, dripping, tail, lhead, feet, tongue,
tripe, and so forth, That fifth «uarter is
worth £2 3s.  Thus the Government get a
Lulloek tor £G 15s, and, without taking
inte consideration the valle of the meat,
they  obtain n fifth  quarter worth, with
the hide, £5 10s. That gives them (00 1bs.
of beef for €1 3s., or at V4d. per pound. The
Honorary Minister can note down as many
figures as hie pleases, but I know cxaetly
where T am, The Government get 600 pounds
of heet at ¥, per pound. To this coat
ninst be added the cost of slaughtering and
treatuent, T do not know how best to arrive
at that cost, except in this way: Assuime
that the freering works cost £750,000, aml
nssume that six per ecent. interest and sinking
fund js required on that amount. Then we
must allow a charge of £2 per head of the
totn) number of hullocks treated, in order to
meet interest and sinking fund.

The Minister for Fducation: Iow many
bullocks per vear are you reckoning ont

Hon. J. Jd. HOLMES: Abhent 22,000, That
charge, it enforeed, will annihilate owr Kim-
berley cattle imlustey, But, still, there i8 the
position, [ take the cost of treating these
hullocks at 11%d, per pound, Thai is £3 158,
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for every. bullock slaaghtered, frozen, and
put into the treezing ehamber. This charge
brings the cost to £7, comprising cost of
weat 1 5s., interest on works £2, and
slanghtering €3 155, I wmderstand that the
world’s parity for this meat at Wyndham ia
at least 5d. per pound. In that ease the
Government will sell 600 1bs. of beef that
cost tham £7 for £12 10s, That is £5 10s. for
slnnghtering aml freezing, and £7 10s. if we
incInde interest charges on the cost of the
works. On the other hand, the man who has
nursed and reared the bulloek for four years,
aml has taken the risk of losy hy tiek and
nafural eauses, and has pail Government
Iand rents, wages, and other expenses for
four years, gets £6 15s. Coming now to the
canning process, | find a position whieh is
alwming from my peint of view. The Gov-
ermuent buy the bulloek for £6 15s, and
tiey sell the hide for £3 5. and the offal for
£2 5w, ami utilite thoe carecase for eanning.
Th> figures | projose to quote, T am sure
abont, with the exception of the valne of
the meat extract, as [ have not had any prac-
tieal experience in that line, However, those
who do know have assured we, within the
lIast 18 hours, that 10 1bs. of haef extract
is obhtained from each carcase of beef that
is builed down for camning purposes, and that
the beef extract is worth 6s. per pound.
Wo now have £3 58 for the hide, £2 5s.
for the offal, and £3 for the heef extract,
or a total of £8 10s, so far, for what has
cost the Governmgent £6 15s. They make
a profit of £1 158 on the fifth quarter, less,
of course, the expense of handling. And they
have the products” of 600 pounds of heef
ready for canning.

Hon, H. Carson: Docs the bulloek remain
at 00 pounds all along?

Hom. .J. JJ. HOLMES: I said the products
of a 600IL, hullock. And what do we find?
We find the Government offering the Fre-
mantle merchants 25 case lots tinned meat
in one-pound tins at 15s. Gid. per dozen, or
at 1s. 3%d. per pound.  Tn view of that
fact, T say it is monstrous, it is a piece of
sheer impertinence, for the Government to
jntroduce such o measurc as this, Profiteer-
ing is no name for their own conduet,

Hon, J. Nicholson: Doee not the Bill reach
the Government?

Hen, J. J. HOLMES: Xo, the King can do
ne wrong, A counsignment of dripping came
to Tremantle from the Governmment freezing
works at Wyndham, and the broker offered
it at ahout 150 per cent. more than cver 1
cold dripping at when T was in the trade.
The attitude of the Government was, ‘“‘Un-
less yeu give so much for it, we will export
it.”* * They weye prepared .to send the drip-
ping out of the State, so that it wmight be
constmed by the Eastern States at a time
when our own people could anot get butter

and wanted dripning to take its place. And
4is. is the conduet of a Government whao
have the aundacity to intreduee into this
Chamber a Bill to fix prices. , Now

we eome to the question of fertilisers,
Compnnies in Fremantle have, T helieve, been
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charging Trom £13 to £15 per ton for
fertiliser, and the Commonwealth Price-fixing
Commissioner, when he was in existence, re-
quested them not to inerease the price as the
Iederal authorities did not want food pro-
duction to be interfered with or retarded.

I am not sure of these figures as T
am of the others, but I have been
told that the Government of this State

have been selling their fertiliser at £20°
per ton while private people, at the Com-
monwenlth Cotmmissioner’s request, have kept
their price down to £15, Tt seems to me that
what we want is 2 Bill te restrict our Gov-
crument’s profiteering, and not a measure
to prevent profiteering by private tradera.
Tn gonnection -with cheap food for the publie
and the Wyndham.Freezing Works, let me
mention the wages paid to the men employed
at the works, They are monstrons wages,
and sueh as wouid kill any industry, T un-
derstand the employees of the works had
their fares paid to Wyndham and back again,
aml that their wages started when the man
left Fremantle and continued nntil they got
lael there. Sowme of the glaughtermen, it is
stated, earned as much as £14 per weck,
How ta it possible to pay a slaughterman £14
per week, and provide him with electric fana.
and bathg and the most up-to-date accommo-
dation and still supply meat cheaply?
The effect will be to kill the industry or
starve the public. Some of the men who.
pioncercd the North 35 years ago had nol
more than £50 to start with. They pooled
that with half-a-dozen others, and their
wapges amounted to perhaps £1 per  month
vach, The men to-day earn £14 o weck—
more than the pioncers earned in a year.
Some of the boys who went up for a few
months te do odd jobs about the freezing:
work have eome back with chegnes in the

vieinity of £200 and have gone Tast
to spend . Yet we talk of provid-
ing the pullie with echeap wmeat! The:
Government 8o anxious about the pub-
lic roceiving eheap food Dlave before-

them a letter which T wrote dealing with the
whole of the meat question, 1 wrote to the
Tremicr, to the leader of this House, to the
Attorney’ General and to the Minister for:
Works. That was two months ago. Nob
one of them have rveplied. With the permis-
sion of the House I will read what is practi-
cally the same letter. Presumably the Gov-
emment know more about the buginess than
T do. However, I have already stated they
do not know enough to know that they do
not know anything about watters of this
kind. There arc other matters on which, of
eourse, they could buy and scll me. I was
temrted to say, ‘‘as, for instance, matters
auch as hood-winking the public,’’ but per-
haps that wonld be unparliamentary.

The PRESIDENT: Absolutely.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: My letter reads as
follows——

The question of the contral of the Fre-
mantle Freczing Works, involving as it
does, the mueh larger matter of the re-
turns which our primary produzcrs will ve.-
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weive for their flocks and herds is to me
@ matter of such moment, that I
address myself to it again in the hope
that it may nof be too late to awaken the
peopie and the Government of the State
to the danper of the present situation. At
‘the outset T concede that the majority of
the original shaveholders have aequired
ghares wilh the one and only desire of es-
tablishing  freczing works at Fre-
mantle, which as well as bheing pro-
fitable, may be of beuefit to the
community, The faet, however, Te-
maing, that shareholders come and go,
shares can and will be bought, sold and
transferred. This concession goes on for
99 yoars. The far-reathing .offect of the
concession granted to the above company
by the Lefroy Government, and the man-
ner in whirl the concession is likely to
affect the primary produeers of this State
for the next 99 years is my excuse for ad-
dressing you on this subject. As to my
qualifications to deal with a business of
this description, T wounld point out that
when the Lefroy Government requested
the Pastoralists’ Association, te appoint
two representatives to confer with  the
Government and evolve a feasible, equit-
able and workable scheme, the Pastornl-
ists’ Asgsocintion selected the late Mr. T
Q. Giles and myself as their representa-
tives,  The scheme put forward hy the
Committee, which consisted of the Hon,
R. T. Robinsou, Hon. .James Gardiner,
Mr. Cotton, Mr., Giles and myself, pro-
vided that the proposed company should
treat live stock on owner’s aceount, and
only buy live stock when necessary to
earry  on  the works. The eoncession
granted by the Lefroy Govermment is the
-gynet opposite, namely, the company is to
buy and only treat on owner’s aceount
when the works ave not otherwise en-
gaged. The company referred to have
sorured a lease from the Crown of what
is acknowledged to be of the best and prac-
tically the only suvitable site at or near
our principal port of export for a period
extending over 99 years and the Govern-
ment have also agreed to advance to the
company s considerable amount of monex
at 5% per cent. The company having ae-
quired  these  exceptionnily  favourable
terms and conditions, the point to be con-
gidered is, what is the company going to
do in return for this roncession?. The
answer is that the company will be in a
gusition to buy the meat prodnets of this
tate at their own price. As evidence of
the strength of the position now held hy
the promoters of this company, T wonll
point ont that they have issued a cirenlar
to prospective shareholders in which the
following  paragraph  appears:—**That
preference either in the purchase of stoek
or trecatment on owner’s account he piven
to the shareholders.”’ TFrom this it will
be scen that those who arp forhunmate
" enough to bhe in the position to secure

shaves in the company (whose business is

to he conducted on Crown lands and 50
per eeut. of the capital provided by the
Government) are to receive preferential
treatment on the question of price to be
paid for live stock, or if the company eon-
doseend to treat on owner’s account they
undertake to give shareholders preferential
treatiment. 'We are all agreed that the
golution of the agricultural problem in
our agricultural avcas which extend over
that vast nrea hetween Geraldton and Al-
bany is ‘'‘mived farming, wheat and
sheep,?’ We limow the difficulty that
thounsands nf deserving farmers are faced
with, and the Government recognising this
are arranging to provide these deserving
people with sheep for breeding purposes,
but, the Government as mortgagees and
the farners as mortgagors will find when
the progeny of these sheep reach the Fre-
mantle Freezing Works (uot 90  vears
hence Dbut, say, three years henece), that
the company which comes into existence
on Government lands and  Government
money, will be in a position to offer thesc
deserving people any price the cowmpany
choose nnd, ns the controlling buyers, com-
pel aceeptance for purchase of sheep ani
lambs or, if the company condescends to
trcat on owner’s aecount, the company
may charge a higher rate for treatment to
non-sharelholders than the price to be
clarged to the fortuwate and swenlthy
shareholders who hold ser in the concern,
The answer will be that some other cow-
pany ean start in opposition and regulate
prices. To this I reply that if a company
ar firm, with a eapital of say, five, 10,
13 or 20 thousand pounds should be pro-
fiteering or acting unreasonably there is a
fair number of buginess people similarly
situated, fram a finaneial standpoint who
would go into competition and regumlate
prices, But the amount of mouey cm-
harked in this compauy will not be less
than o quarter of a million in the course
of a year or so, and it is a very difficalt
matter to sceure 8 quarter of a million
to fight a quarter of a million. The gen-
era)l vesnlt is for two partics eontrolling
capital of such magnitude to eombine,
make a common eapital and eontinue the
fleccing  policy. It is  objectionable
that absolnte  cconomie  control  of
vital commodities should be passible to a
company which purchases its land and
provides the whele of the eapital neces-
sary to comnduct the business, but what
shall be said of a company brought into
existence on Crown land with §0 per cent,
of Government money, whieh is given a
charter that enables it to de so? Apart
from the «question of sheep producers in
the South, there is the question of the de-
velopment of our great Northern sheep
and cattle producing areas, TIn normal
seasons, sheep are travelled zouth in teus
of thousands, and in nonmnal shipping
times thousands of sheep are brought
south by steamers. With the increase of
onr flocks, this means a growing surplus
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for expeet, and when the works are estab-
lished and the reruirements of the loeal
markets are met, producers whether of the
south of the north will have to deal with
the company as the only buyer, for the
reason that the company has omly to de-
clare that the works are otherwise on-
gaged and thus prohibit competition in
the question of purchiase, and those who
dlesire to arrange for treatment on owner’s
aceount will be debarred by the know-
lodge that the company way refuse to
treat. The same remarks apply fo cattle
produced in West Kimberley, Xast Kim-
berley las its own freezing works, and
Queengland buyers will assist in  cestab-
lishing equitable priees for ecattle pro-
dueed in  that aren., West Kimberley,
whose port of shipment is Derby, if given
shipping faeilities, can, doring the winter
maonths, supply the sonthern markets with
cattls and provide econsiderable suyplus
for export, awl with the development
which must take place in that rieh eattle-
producing territory, there will be an abun-
dance of beef for export. These cattle
will, for many ycars te come, he brought
o Fremantle by steamer. The eattle re-
quiredd for local consumption will be sold
to those engaged in the wholesale and Te-
tail butehering business, and the cattle to
be slanghtered for rescrve supplies or ex-
port will have to be handled at the Fre-
mantle Freezing Works, and it- will Dbe
noted that it will only he when the loeal
supply of beef execeds the loeal demand
that freczing will be embarked upon, and
then the ecompany will have the people
who have usgisted in the development of
Kimberley and thosc of our returned soldiers
and others who will now or hereafter start
producing cattle in that area (or any other
area) entirely in their own hands as they
will merely have to declare that the warks
are otherwise engaged and the company
hecomes the ouly buyer of the exportable
sorplns,  On the question of carrying live
stock by steamer, 1 would peint out that
cattle carried on a well-ventilated steamer
on a voyage of, say, fomr days, from
Derby to Fremantle, during which period
they are fed and watered, are not likely
tn suffer or deteriorate to anything like
the extent eattle suffer or deteriornte in
railway troeks here or clsewhere for say
a period of two days, during which time,
they are without feed or water and are
pushed, puolled and bumped in o mianner
which even in the best regulated railway
services is unavoidable. Tt will thus be
scen that Fremantle is the key to the po-
sition, and the coucession granted must

uitimately become n menace to the pro-

chieers of the Stnte. The last, but net
least reason for asserting the menace of
the eoncesgion is the fact that large over-
sea meat companies are using every en-
deavour to obtain control of Australian
and New Zealand meat supplies.  The
original propoesal agreed fto by the orig-
inal conmmittee referred to herein, econ-

tained suell stringent conditions that it
would be alsolutely impossible for any
freezing compauy, wmeat eompany or any
other compuny to control at our prineipal
port of export.  But wnder the present
ceneession any sharcholder iz entitled to
hold 5,000 shares and in a company with
a  share list  of 150,000 shares, it
will  be  quite  an easy  wmatter  for
fram 15 to 20 people to acquire sufficient
shares to control the policy of the com-
pany, sell the sharves to an oversea com-
pany and put the foreign holders of our
meat works in a position te penalise our
producers for the next 99 yemrs. These
are a few of the far-reaching possibilities
that producers ean  reasonably expect as
the result of losing control of their ex-
portable meat products. It follows that a
company which ig placed in a position to
control vur exportable meat produets will
also be in 3 position to play an important
part in the price to be paid to the pro-
ducers for local consumption, awd alsu to
be in a position to play an important part
in the price at which the public of this
State obtain their supplies of meat,
As a representative of the North Pro-
vince, one who has spent the best part
of Nhis life in the meat trade, I gay
that ecommon courtesy should have de-
manded  that a Govermuent so anxious
to provide the publie with cheap meat shonld
acknowledpe my conmmnnication. They have
not done so.  [n my experience [ have seen
three hoats avrive at Fremantle with 2,000
hullocks. T lmve seen the buver sit on the
fonee and say, “*I do net want thewn'” Tle
wonlkd not Luy them until he haed got them
at his ovwn price, | have had cattle in the
vard Tor sale und have had to take anvthing
that was offered. That i a condition of-
affairs which will ocenr agnin as soon as the
supply exceeds the demand,  When that posi-
tion dogs acenr we shall have & eompany in
charge bolding the key to the position, cs-
tahlisted on Crown Iauds anl 530 per cent.
of the moaey provided by the Governmnent,
and i wmonopoly established by a Gov-
ernment  whe are  so  anxious to  pro-
vide the people of the State with cheap food.
With regard to the question of profiteering,
the Minigter said, as an exense for the high
cest of manufactured goods, that e had not
logt sieht of the imlustrinl ehanges in the
worldl and that the industrial conditions were
regpongible Tor a great dea! of the juereased
prices.  Ife made no reference whatever to
the faet that those engaged in the indnstrial
tradea of the country were not only demand-
ing a vewnrd for their scrvices coutrary to
the laws of the country, hut in many in-
stanves were vefusing to work or to allow
other peonle to de so. These people are not
Leing eondemued hy the Gevernwment, and
are not even being made to carry out the
laws of the country, This is the Government
who ask for power to desl with the labour
profitcer, but fail to do so. They want now
to deal with the manufacturing profiteer,
and they want legislation which, in my
opinion, canuot and will not he put into
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operation, 1t will mean a new department
and the expenditure of money. There is no
doubt that there ean be no alteration in the
cost of living until, as in the days gone by,
the workmen in the country pive a fair re-
tarn for their wages and until they go baek

to the old arder of things and werk in
an  honest  and  sustained  way  and  ure -
satisfied with a  fair thing instead  or
striking every day in  the week  for
impossible  terms  and  eouditions,  To-
day we find that workmen loaf  on  their

Jjobs and nre responsible for atrikes. These
are the people who are putting up the cose
of production to the comnmnnity awd theiv
fellow warkmen. Capital is not employed tor
health’s sake, but in order o mzke a profit
ont of it.  [f Jabour steals all the profit,
there may not be any apital with which to
find employment for labour. ‘Fhe leader of
the House referred to the value of the sov-
creign against that of the dofe issue, e
said that we must go on producing sovereigns.
I wonld point out that we are not at the pros-
ent time producing gold with which to make
sovereigus.  There is n gtrike on the gold-
fiehls to-day, aud there is oo attempt to
get the pold with whieh to mnke sovercigns.
The strike is illegal, hut there is no action
on the part of the Government to compel
these men to worle or to allew other people
to <o so. I would not he a party to com-
pelling them to work, but shoulid be o party
to compelling them to make voom for some-
one clse whe will,  With regard  to the
question of profitecring on the part of the
Gavernment, T woulll point ovt that  the
State  steamship © Kuangaroo,’” iustead of
providing foodstnffs for the State and tak-
ing away our products deving the five yvenrs
~of the war, ax she should have done, seeing
that she was the only free hoat south of the
ling, has heen profiteering in ather parvts of
the warld under the instrovtions of the
Govermnment which bring oo Bl to this
House for the prevention of profiteering.
The Federnl authorities alse require to deal
with profiteers.  There is sone jnstifiention
far the Federal authoritics dealing with the
matter, heeause they can deal with  the
whaole of Angtralin in a like manner. ¥Many
goalds arc maunfaeiured in the  Fastern
States which rve not manufactoved  hoere.
The leader of the Pedern]l Goverument, My,
Rughes, announecs that he mnsk linve power
to {leal with profiteers on hehali of the Com-
monwenlth, T the next breath, howevaer,
.he says that lie hias bought a fleet of atcam-
ers, vaid for them out of profits, and that he
has half a million to spare. That is bringing
the politiea of the econuntry into ridicule.
As a vesult of the award of the Federal
Arbitration Conrt, the freights and faves he-
tween FEastern and Western Australia have
been put up 10 per eent, That will, of course,
‘he passed on to the public. Tow ean all
“these charges he imposed, drst an inerease
in wages, then an inerease in freights, and
.yet clienp food be supplied to the people?
The ouly way to get cheap food in the State
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is for the State to produce and the men em-
playet to give value for the wages paid,
Any wan who is employed in any énpacity
at all mugt give a fair retnrn for his labour.
When he does that, we will get back to the
period of cheaper econotnic conditivns. Oue
of the worst features of the Bill is rhat it
proposes  to provide a  new department, -
There e three Commissioners  with  any
amount  of  putherity  tn spend  money,
I think  they  have power to add  te
their stalf as they please, bat  all  they
can do is {0 report fo the Government, The
Government have to devide whether w priee
is reasonable or not, Perhaps the leader of
the Honse will explain how the Governmeng
wre going to decide what is n fair price
For alt the articles of every-day  consump-
tion that are solll in the State. Can
we womler that the expendifure is enntinu-
ing to oxeced the revenue to n greater ex
tent every month, and every year, greater than
in the past! We have another flourish of
frompets in to-days’s paper to the eftect that
there is tremendous cconomy in the adjust-
ment of deparbinents. [n compuny  with
this  adjnatment of departments we now
find n new department being adced, and the
vesnlt will be that the Guereased  revenns
will e ont-halaneed by the incieased expen-
diture.  Parlinment is in o measwre resgpon-
sible. The  Government  and  Parliament
have puralysed the affairs of the country.
Having pavalysed the Govermmpentr coucerns
uf (e eountry, the Governmenlt now projose
to paralyse the tride of the comntry with
this Iaudable oljeet of establishing a pres-

perous  conmaniy, This  Rill proposes to
vest  in the  Government awtherity, which
Loth  the  lewler of the TFouse and the
[fonorary  Minister srated it wus not pos-

sible 1o have in conneetion with one item in
particolar, that is wheat,  Yef they inteo-
diee o Bl to authorise the Goevernmont to
deal with ceverything, by it split shea-oak
shinglos or 1 pair of sillk steekings.

TTon. JJ. Nichelson: [t s to dden)  with
foolstnifs.
Ton, J. I, MTOLMES: And  neeessary

eommolities. A split ahingle wns a neees-
sity not long ago when galvanised iron was
ot obtainable, and silk stoekings are n
necessity now,  The worst feature of alt ig
that the leader of the House says the Bill is
infroduced to sotisfy o proundless  sus-
picion on the part of the publie

The Mimster for Telueabon: T 15 not
gy anvtling of the kind. T said that it
was one ot the purposes it wanld serve; ot

that it wis introduweed for that purpose.

Hon. T, 0. HOLMES: Tt means the same
thing, but it is put in a Jdifferent way, T
am net going to he a party to supporting
Rills of this kind and ineurring additional
expenditure in order te satisfy an unjusti-
fiable suspicien. TFor that and other reasons
T have given I propose to vote against the
Bill and ask hon, members to do likewise.
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Hon, A, ), H. SAW (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) j$407: As I indicated when speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, T welcome this
Rill which the Government then showed that
they were going to introduce. [ ecertainly
intend to support it, 1t will be remembered
that at the begivuning of the war there was
o somewhat gimilar weasure to this intro-
dneed, and for a period it was the law of Lhe
land. Soon after I entered this Chamber
this House, in its wisdom, or, as 1 thought
then, in its wowisdom, refnsed to renew that
micasure. 1 wmight say that one of the rea-
sens which members in this House put for-
ward in advocating the non-rencwal of the
weasure way that they said that the shipping
then was free amd that the German fleet was
ne longer a mennce to trade, I took upon my-
selt at that time, in September, 1914, to com-
bat that view, At that time the portion of
the Cerman dleet which was on the high seas
had  been  ddemolishedd and  the submarine
menace bl somewhat toned down.  In reply
to hon. meinkers I nsed these words—

The German flect, aithough cooped up,
may gtill be o menace (to our trade), We
do uot know what ehanges may take place
in the range and in the power of German
submarines (Lefore the wayr is over), The
menace whirh existed 12 muanths ago, al-
though it cannot he so pressing, to my
il still oxists

Thewe views met with congiderahle derision
in the House, and T was somewhat seoffod at
for entertaining them,  Unfortunately, the
views [ then expressed came trwe, with the
congequence thatt we nearly  lost the war
throngh interference with our trade. It is
trup that we are no longer at war and so,
perhaps, the ceasons which could be urged
in support of a measure of this kind «do not
exist to the smme extent. T would point ont
to hon, wembers that some of the eauses
whirh were operating then still continue to
oxist,  There is still a shortage of shipping
andk there is still o shortage of commaodities.
These two  factors ave undoubtedly playing
inta the hands of the profiteer. Varions
hon, members inginuated that the profiteer
does pot exist.  Sir Fdward Wittenoom
wanted to know what a profiteer wns.  When
I' heard hine make that remark I was re-
minded nf something 1T heard in Fng-
land when 1 was & student. At that
time Jndge Hawkins occupied the hench
and  was trying some case in  which
the name of Connie Gilehrist—who was a
well-known actress on the London stage—was
introdueed, The judge innocently said, ** Who
is Conuie Gilehrist?!’ And Sir Bdward Wit
tengom says, f“Who is this profitcer whom
we hear so mueh about?’’ Tf he wants a
definition of a profiteer, that which I will
give him is this: a profiteer i3 a man who
seizes on the necessities of his fellow citizons
to create undoe profits. T do not know
whether he would he content with that defini-
tien, but T think it is a fair one. He and
other memhers argue that the profiteer does
not exist in this State. I admit that the
opportunitics of the profiteer in this State
are limited, hut he exista, e exists in other
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vountries, and is here as well. T would like
to refer to the report of the Interstate Com-
mission ou the prices of c¢lothing. They
mention the tact that the Australian Woollen
Mills’ profit rose from 13 per cent. in 1914
to AL per cent. in 1913-17, and the Connnis-
sion nmaively say it may he contended that
the profits were not in execss of what might
he expected under the civemmstauces, condi-
tioms over which they had wo control having
placed the mills in a most alvantageons posi-
tion. The commissiongrs are unconsciong
ltumonristg, and when I read that [ was re-

winded of the vetort Clive made when he
was  aceussil  of  having  accepted  various

lnes of rupees from an Tondian nabeb and
lie satd, *“When T rvefleet o the oppor-

tunities ' lave bad T am amnzed at my
woderation, ™’ That is what the commis-
iners sav of the Australinn Woollen Mills.

No donbt o great deal of profiteering takes
place bufore commeoditics reach our shores.
and T would like to vefer to o little parn-
praph which aopeared in yesterday’s paper
with referenee to J, & I Coates, Lo, This
pavageaph stated that the year's profit of
Coutes’  Thd.—Caateg’  muke  cotton—was
£2,800 000, nnd after the pavment of the ex-
cers  profite” tax the holders of  onlinary
sharves received o dividend of 40 per cent.,

while  €£2.200,000  was  earried  forward,
making  the  reserve  fund 11 wmillions
sterting. The  paragraph  nlds  that it

i understood  the  ordinary  shareholilers
are also vevelving 100 per cent. share honns,
and that each £1 share is worth £10. The
price of a reel of cotton which in Fugland
Fofpre the war was 2144, ig now T4, in
Fogland, and T asked wmy wife, who knows
mare nhout these things than T do, what the
price of a reel of cotton was in Perth, She
informed me that it was 10144,

Hun. JJ. J. Holmes: WHIL this Bill prevent
that?

Hon, A, 1. M. S8AW: To a certain oxtent.
Mr. Hobnes and others scem to think that
the sume human nature does not prevail with.
in these shores as it prevails elsewhere, Tt
docs.  The only thing is that the opportunity
here is limited. The same greedy inind that
likes to fleece its fellows exists here as much
us it does anywhere elsoe. The profiteer um-
doubtedly hits harder the man whose wages
are fizerd, and I would point out to hon. mem-
hers that the wages of many tradesmen and
Tovermwment employees have not  been in-
creasald for many years. Only two days nyo
T met n man who is in the Coverument ser-
viee and who is a hard working and honest
wan with a wife and seven or eight children,
He told me that 12 years ago his wages
were 158, a day, and he is still in reeeipt of
the same amount. That is the class of man
whn  particularly requires protection. T
would like to draw attention to figures ap-
peaving in Knibhs’ latest quarterly returns.
These figures disclose the information that
it is necessary to have 38s. 3d. to-day to buy
food that would have cost £1 in 1911, T
wonld point this out to Mr, Tlolmes and Sir
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Edward Wittenoom, that whereas im July-
SBeptember, 1918, 29s. 5d. would purchase
commedities which in 1911 would have been
seeured for £1, it now requires in P’erth 38s.
3. to effect the same result, or & porcentage
increase sinee July-September, 1918, of 30.
T regret to say that that percentage increase
is greater than in any other State of Aus-

tralia.. When I spoke here in September,
1015, T was regarded as a mouwrnful Cas-
sapdrie, [ regret to say that [ still have to

vadervinke the sawe rdlo, A gveat wmajority
of the people of this State are dissatisfied
with the position which exists to-day. They
believe, rightly or wrongly, that there is
profiteering abroad to a certain extent, and
they intend to check it, and, although I do
not believe that profiteering is as rampant
here as it is in other places, heeanse the op-
portunities do not cxist, I believe it does exist
to a certnin extent, I want ta tulfil wmy riie
ol the mourutnl Cassawdea by wirning mem-
bers that if they de not earry out their part
by deing what they ean to forward this
measure, and as far as possible check the evil
which is rampant, they will live to rue it.
like the Minister for Education, I believe
that to a large exteut a measure of this kind
will do good by the publicity and fear of the
odium which will engue. The mere knowledge
that a man’s profits will be disclosed will
unloubtedly do a great deal to diminish that
which is a gricvance. T hope the House will
agree to the sccond reading and pass the
measurg with suech amendments as may be
vonsidered 1ecessary.

flon, J. NICHOLSON  (Metropolitan)
[8.5531: T have listened with great interest
to the addrvesses which have been delivered
at length by My, Holmes and Dr. Saw, One
is struek by the very interesting contrast
between the two, On the one haud we have
Mr. Holmes denouncing the Rill from his
stindpoint, and on the other we have Dr,
Baw supporting it. 1t was announced in the
Governor’s Speeck that it was the intention
of the Government to introdnec a measure
which was designed to provide some protec-
tion against high prices, and if possible to
bring about the redueed cost of foodstuffs.
I expressett mx views on the Address-in-
reply, and steted that it was my intention to
give earnest consideration and support to
any measure which woull be brought in with
such an object in view. FEveryone fecls how
serious the inercased cost of living is, It is
o suhjert which has stivred every nation to
practieally its foundations, and it has been
A guestion whirh has been n wmest shsorbing
o, not anly i this comtry, ot in every
part of the world. The ¢uestion as to
whether a man is a profiteer or not is one
which is naturally hounil uwp in a Bill such
as the one we have before ws. Tt is my in-
tention, as T have stated, to support the
wmeasare, but whilst I say that, 1 de not
express the view that the Bill will realise
all that is expected of it. I think it will fall

[COUNCIL.]

very far short. I do not think it will attain
the purposes which we earnestly wish, So-
far as the ecommissioners who will be ap-
pointed under this Bill are concerned, I fear
that our State, owing to its isolation and
other circumstances, such as our dependence
on imported goods, will have very little con-
trol indeed in conncction with the fixing of
the original prices in regard to those arieles
wlich arc necessary eommodities, There are
very few commodities indeed of which we are
the preducers. We ean count avticles of whieh
we are the producers on the fingers of
one hand, but notwithstanding that deficiency
there is no reason why something should not
he done to, it possible, provide some remedy
to cheapen the cost of necessary commodities.
Far that reasou I propose to give my hearty
support to the Bill, Mr. Holmes dcalt with
this questicge, and laid hefore us so explieitly
his views, that T was somewhat interosted in
the argument fhat he put forward with re-
gard to the position of the workmwan selling
his lahour, and who is provided for by the
Aybitration Court whieh fixes the minimum
rate of pay, whereas in this Bill Le peinted
out that a maximum selling priece would be
fined. | venture to think that that is hardly
a& fair comparison. There is no doubt, as
Mr. Holes said, that the eost of production,
whieh inchuics the cost of wages and other
things, affects the cost of living. TIf high
wages arc paid undoubtedly the consumer,
whether a workman or other mnan, has in
comuon with others to pay the higher rate
due to the varions eonditions which pravail
The comparison between the workman who
has a minimum rate of wage fixed and the
cost of food for which maximum prices will
be fixed under this Bill, is not a fair one. It
is essential that a minimum rate of wages
should be fixed for the protection of the
workman, but if such a Bill as this were not
introdueed and a minimuom rate were fixed,
the very thing Mr. Holmes stressed would
not be obtained, Instead of the econswmer
receiving the goods at a fair rate, having
regard to the cost of manufacture, cte, he
would be payiug a considerably higher rate.
The two cnges are not on a -par awd there-
fore do not offer a fair comparison. During
the absenee of D, Saw, Mr. Holmes made
referenee to a high medieal eharge whieh he
kad had tu yay. There is no provision under
this BRill to meet such # case. The case of
the medical man ¢omes within the sama
category as the case of the workman, and
neither affords a parallel to the purposes of
this T3ill, The very argument he adduced in
eyungetion with the medieal man is one which
T hope will appeal to him and secure his sup-
port for the Bill he denounced so roundly.
He states that the wmedical man charges a
very high fee in eertain instances. 1f he
considers the medieal man guilty of undus
profitcering there wmight be room for him to
support this Bill, and in place of dcnouncing
it to move to amend it se that a medieal man
or legal man who eharges extortionnte fees
may he cheekoed.
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Hou. J. J. Holmes: Docs the medical man
-or legal man come within the scope of the
Bill®

Hou. J. NICHOLSON:

Hon, J, .J. Holmes:
from that standpoint?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am merely
argning it to get the lon. memler’s support
for the Bill. The hon. member might move
an amgndment to bring such eases within the
geope of the measure.

Hon., H, AMillington:
aweh an ﬂlll(,"llflllleut?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T d&o not say that
I wouldl or that T would nct. I am making a
-suggestion because of the argument put for-
ward in order to get the hon, member’s sup-
port for the Bill. T have 2 cutting headed
“*Cornering of food,’’ a statement made by
Mr. Hoover of America, as follows—

Mr, Hoover speaking on the high cost of
living, stated it was largely due to intense
speenlation in food., Dealers in America
and clsewherc were cornering food supplies
in order to make large profits owing to the
anticipated demands from Germany, Aus-
tris-Hongary and other European powers
Large stocks have accumulated in Euro-
Pean ports and there is now a danger of
their wpoiling owing to the inability of
potential purchasers to obtain credit.

‘One might read a great many pieces of aqually
interesting information, but that I think very
elearly puts the position and shows how, in
large mensure, the high prices of food have
been attained. If we were a manufacturing
or a grenter industrial centre than we are, we
could do inuch more with a Bill of this nature
than it is posaible for us to Lope to attain.
8till, we ean at least try to do somecthing,
and the Bill will do that limited something
which may be beneficial in proving a certain
check, although we foresee there is a risk that
it may also have the cffect of preventing the
importation of articles which are probably
necessary for the ordinary comfort of life.
‘This howover is a diffienlty we shall have to
bear; we must cndcavour to moet such Aifii-
culties as they arise.

On motion by Hon. M. Millington, debate
adjourned.

No, he does not.
Then why argue it

Would you suppoert

BILL-—VERMIN ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Ta Committee.
Hon. .J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 to F—agreed to.
Clavse 6—Amendment of Section 94:
The JIONORARY MINISTER: I move an
'a.n_lendlnent—

That the foilowing words be added at
the end of the clause, ‘‘and is further
amended by adding after the word ‘de-
stroy’ in the second ling, the word ‘all.* '*

When the Bl left this Chamber
gion the ward ““all*?* was inclwded.

Inst  ses-
It has
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been diffieult to get effective work under
this section, It was pointed out that if the
owner destroyed a few rahbits, that would
be sufficient to comply with the law. We
want the power to keep the vermin down.

Hon, J. Ewing: The amendment does
not seem clear, Does it refer to the section
of the prineipal Act?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. J. 7. Holmes: Is there a definition
of vermin in the prineipal- Aet?

The FIONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Amendment mt and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause T—agreed to.
New clause:
The HONORARY MINISTER:

hat the following be added to stand ns
Clause 7T—*‘Section 104 of the prineipal
Act is herehy amended by the excision of
the words ‘the Chief TInspector shall, if
so requived in writing by the owmer of
any fence,’ and the substitution of the
words ‘the owner of any fence may by
writing under his hand reguire the Chief
Tuspector or the hoard of any distriet in
which the fonee is situated to inspoct the
fenee or eause it to be inspected, and the
Chief TInspector or board shall’’’

The priveipnl Act provides that the OChief
Tnspector shall inspect fenees, A large numi-
her of boavds who have heen operating -
der the Aet for the past 12 mmonths have
strougly urged that they showld have the
same npower as the Chief Tnspeetor to in-
speet fences and grant certifieates. T agree
with that view. The earrying of the amend-
ment will pug vesponsibility on the vermin
hoards.

Hon, J, EWING: The Honorary Min-
igter should inform the Committee whether
the Poards are worthy of being trusted with
this important work., T quite understand
that it is impracticnble for the Chief Imspre-
tor tn inapect all the fences.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: T regret
that Mr. Bwing was not present at the
seeond reading, when T fully cxplained the
pogition, During inst swmmer 2 Jarge num-
har of the hoards (did aplendid service mniler
the now Aef, as alsa Aid many landholders,
Uin fortuuntely, when the rahbits had been
got down to small numbers, the hoardg ani
landholders  relaxed their cofforts and the
rabhits once more gamed groand,  Tn the
comting year, however, I helieve the questinu
will he grappled with more seviously than
ever in the past. The department are now
yutting our rabbit legislation inte eoncrete
form for the information eof the honrds. T
have every confidence in the hoards.

Hon. J. .J. TIOLMES: The Honorary
Minister's remarks referred to the exter
mination of rabbits. aud this clause deals
with fences. The difficulty as regards the
boards is that they are out for revenue all
the time. A lardholder who bas a fence s
tified by the Chief Tnsreetor to he rabbit
proof is exenmypt from rating for vermin de-

I move—
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struction, but the landholder is liable for
the eradication of rabbits. TUnder the Act
the power is reserved to the Chief Inapector
to certify regarding fences. TUnder this
amendment all a vermin board would have to
do would be to declare a fence not rabbit
proof, when the land wounld immediately be-
come chargeable with the rate. I do not
know whether there is any appeal in such
a case. The matter is a very serious one,

Hon. J. Ewing: That is why I asked the
question,

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: Would the decision
of the hoard be final, or wounld there be a
right of appeal?

The HONORARY MINISTER:
amendment i3 elear enongh, The owner may
at  his  discretion approach either the
hoard or the Chief Inspector for a
certificate.  He ean  appreach the Chief
Tnspector after he has approached the board.

Hon., J. NTCHOLSON: I have compared
the amendment with the section in the Act,
and T ean sec that the point raised by My,
Tolmes  is  of  considerable  importance,
However, 1 should like to hear some fur-
ther dehate on the subjeet,

Houn, H, STEWART: I :ilso have com-
pared the amendment with the eriginal see-
tion, T eannot see that there is any difli-
culty, It simply makes provision  thpt
aither the board or the chief inspector may
sity whether a certain fence, nol in aceord-
anee with the schednle is =till, to all in-
tents and purpnses, a vermin-proof fenee.
The hoard is not likely to give an opinion
prejudicial to the owwer. Tt is simply an
enabling provigsion affording oneriunity for
avaiding ineconvenience aund experse.

Hon, T, J. HOLMES: T do nor objeet to
the local authority having power to inspeect
a fence and report nnon it, hut I do objeet
to the possibility of the loeal - authority,
anxions te obtain rates, certif¥ing that the
fencee is not rabbit-proof, ind as a result
rendering the owner Iiahlo. I think the rea-
pongihility should he on the chief inapector.
Tt is a dangerous weapon to put  in  the
hands of the loeal authority, Tf the Minis-
ter presses his amendmeunt T will  vote
against it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Tt is op-
tional with the owner whether the Tboard
or the chief inspector ingpects the fence.
T do not think there will be any diffienlty
ahout it.

Hon. J. J. WOLMES: T knew what is
woing on in connection with the fences. Tf
the board condemns his fenee, has the
owner still the right of appeal to the chief

The

inspector?
The TTO\TO'RARY MINISTER: I see
there might be & difficulty there, If the

owner appeals to the board, I do not see how
he can appea] to the chief inspector.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Probably the board
will not wait to be appealed to, but will con-
demn the feneo in order to extract rates from
the owmer. He -should have the right of
appeal to the chief inspector.

[ASSEMBLTY.

Hon, . STEWART: ¥f the bourd did
condemn the fence and the owner had net
asked for an opinion under the clause, he
would be entitled to appeal to the chief in-
speetor. LEver if he had aslked the board,
this clause does not specifically prevent him
from then applying to the chief inspeector.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Mr. Hclmes wants
it both ways. He wants to be able to ap-
peal to the beoard and them appeal to the
chicf inspector,

MHoen, J. J. HOLMES: I am merely aim-
ing at protecting the land owner who does
not kuow the law and who starts ot by
dealing with the loual authority. Will ho
then have any right of appeal to the chief
ingpector?

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
no direction here. The direction simply is
that ecither the chief inspector or the hoard
way be appealed to. I do not want to mis-
lend hon, members. As there seems to be
some doubt about the point, I wili agrec to
repork progress.

[The President vesumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

House adjouwrned at 9.42 p.m.
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QUESTION—STATE HOQTEL, DWELL-
INGUP, ADDITION,

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN (for Mr. O'Logh-
len) asked the Colonial Secvetary: 1, Is he

aware that owing to the recent fire at. Dwell-
ingup State Hotel the manager and staft
have to put up with impossible conditions?
2, Will the proposed additions Dbe earrieid
out by eontraet or day work, and when? 3,
‘Will e see that greater spoed ig e‘mrmscd
in earrying out this work?



